Winter Solstice: A Chant

The winter solstice occurs exactly when the axial tilt of a planet's polar hemisphere is farthest away from the star that it orbits. Since the winter solstice lasts only a moment in time, other terms are often used for the day on which it occurs, such as “midwinter,” “the longest night” or “the first day of winter.”
Worldwide, interpretation of the event has varied from culture to culture, but most cultures have held a recognition of rebirth, involving holidays, festivals, gatherings, rituals or other celebrations around that time. In 46 BCE, Julius Caesar in his Julian calendar established December 25 as the date of the winter solstice of Europe, since then it has shifted to the date specified by science.
The seasonal significance of the winter solstice is in the reversal of the gradual lengthening of nights and shortening of days. Depending on the shift of the calendar, the winter solstice usually occurs on December 21 to 23 each year in the Northern Hemisphere, and June 20 to 23 in the Southern Hemisphere.
Because of its significance to science and culture, the solstice is frequently the subject of poetry. Below is a short chant by Annie Finch that finds symbolic imagery to celebrate the themes associated with the solstice which include darkness, new light, rebirth, nature, sleep, rest, growth, hiding. The winter solstice is closely associated with several major religions and often takes on religious meaning as well. A chant is often a religious phrase repeated as part of a ceremony. 
Here is Finch’s chant. 
Winter Solstice Chant

Vines, leaves, roots of darkness, growing,

now you are uncurled and cover our eyes

with the edge of winter sky

leaning over us in icy stars.

Vines, leaves, roots of darkness, growing,

come with your seasons, your fullness, your end.

· Annie Finch

Notice how she uses unexpected combinations to achieve both beauty and meaning: growing darkness, icy stars, a full end.

Assignment: Using themes associated with the winter solstice, write a short (no more than 10 lines), imagistic chant of your own. Be very purposeful with your images and what you choose to repeat. Ask yourself what your images symbolize and what final idea you are giving your reader. Explain your symbolism and your overall meaning on the back of your draft. 
