Envisioning the Future
In 1984, which was written in 1949, George Orwell presents his vision of a futuristic society.  One of Orwell’s biggest concerns were the abusive governments that he saw come to power during his lifetime, Nazi Germany and Stalinist Russia. What are some modern concerns that might affect the shape of our future world?

In his works Orwell wonders what life would be like if an abusive government came to power in England.  He speculates on possibilities about Great Britain’s future government, social structure, and political system. In his futuristic vision, he includes ideas on Great Britain’s relationship with other countries as well as for the life quality of individual citizens. Technological innovations and changes in family relationships play a major role in Orwell’s work.

Take a few minutes to consider how you envision life in a futuristic society. Collect several ideas and details and create an outline or write a few paragraphs describing your thoughts on an imaginative society of the future.

Consider the following possibilities when writing or drawing an outline of your futuristic vision:

· What have been the effects of the concerns you thought of above? How have those concerns shaped the world?

· Do you envision a society that is fifty, one hundred, five hundred, one thousand, two thousand, or more years in the future?

· Does your vision include plans for your country, for another country, or for the entire world?

· Do you include political, cultural, social, technological, or religious details?
· Do you envision changes in fashion, family structure, or lifestyle?

· What kind of technology exists? Medicine?

· How do people get from place to place?

Collect as many ideas as possible, write your paragraphs, and compare your vision of a futuristic society with other students in class.
	Models of our Future World

	Each of the following trailers is about a futuristic world. Your task to collect three differences between our world and those seen in the clips. What do you think was the primary thing that led the world to the point it is at in each film?

	Clip #1
	3 details:



	
	Primary thing that changed the world:
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	Primary things that changed the world:




