Unit One Overview: Is the American Dream Really the American Nightmare?
In the first unit of senior year, students will examine competing perceptions of America: 1) That it is the land of opportunity and a force for freedom in the world and 2) That it is an ignorant and arrogant country that is deluded about the equality and freedoms it offers. 

Major reading: Fences by August Wilson

Major writing: Personal narrative that addresses one of the following: racism, sexism, or classism

Major Documentary Film: Dark Girls

Learning Targets:

1. I demonstrate active voice in my writing

2. I properly use subject/verb agreement

3. I demonstrate the ability to infer meaning written and visual texts

4. I can effectively use imagery, detail, and tone in my writing

5. I can support my claims with evidence and reasoning

6. I can identify the impacts of racism, sexism, and classism on society

7. I demonstrate a growth mindset. 

8. I can set my own goals and evaluate my progress

Our yearly objectives:

1. Read to Infer, Interpret, Draw Conclusions 

2. Support argument with evidence in writing and discussion 

3. Analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of evidence 

4. Analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical and stylistic strategies and techniques

5. Develop and strengthen writing by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach 

6. Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, flexible, and creative use of language 

7. Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g. formal, informal, literary, or technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual representation 

8. Synthesize information from multiple sources to support a central argument

9. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update writing products and make strategic use of digital media in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest 

10. Cite sources using Modern Language Association editorial style 

Goal Setting for Senior English

What is goal setting? Goal setting is the process of selecting a level of achievement and then developing a plan to reach that level.

Why do we do goal setting? Simply put, psychological research has proven time after time, that goal setting will increase student achievement and is a skill that proves very helpful beyond the school doors as well. 

How will we do goal setting? There are two types of goals we’ll use in this class: Individual goals and class goals. Class goals will be measured on a chart that is visible in the classroom. Individual goals will be kept and measured in our Data and Writing Portfolios. 

Goals need to be: S.M.A.R.T (Specific. Measurable. Attainable. Relevant. Timely.)

· “I want a good grade” is NOT a SMART goal. 

· “I want a score of 85 or higher on my first content quiz” is SMART goal. 

· “I want to get better at writing” is NOT a SMART goal.

· “I want to score a 3 in the evidence category on our first paper” is a SMART goal.

· “I want to get to class on time” is NOT a SMART goal.

· “I want to have no tardies for the first session” is a SMART goal.

Goals should also focus on areas where students need to improve. They can take into account behaviors, learning targets, yearly objectives, the progress rubric, or rubric assessments.

For individual goals, each student will keep a portfolio of their data and writing.  The purpose of data folders is to increase student learning, motivation, and self-regulation through a process of selecting SMART goals, self-evaluating progress, and receiving feedback. 
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1 can learn anything I want to.

When I'm frustrated, I persevere.

1 want to challenge myself.

When I fail, I learn.

Tell me I try hard.

If you succeed, I'm inspired.

My effort and attitude determine everything.
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