The American Dream: Discussion Project

The American Dream is a term that has been around since the 1930s.  What do you think the term means today?  Write your own definition for “The American Dream.” 
Get with a partner or two. Share your definitions and come up with a group definition of “The American Dream.” This definition needs to be 25 words long. Write your group definition here.

Record the “official” definition of the American Dream:

Compare your group’s definition to the “official” definition. What are the important differences?

As a group, discuss barriers to the “official” version of the “American Dream”? What keeps people from achieving it? List them here:
Read the Article about “Seven Facts that show the American Dream is Dead.” List and briefly summarize each of those “facts”:
As a group, create a colorful poster about the American Dream. It needs to include:

· A Large written statement about whether or not the American Dream is dead.

· Your group’s definition of the American Dream.

· Visual representations of the barriers to achieving the dream, including those from your list AND all the barriers mentioned in the article.

· Also consider a symbolic shape your poster could be. A magical pill? A tombstone? A star? Try and find something that symbolizes your idea about the American Dream.
