Socratic Circles Expectations and Procedures
Purpose: To allow students to come to their own conclusions about textual meanings as well as promote a close reading and deeper understanding of a text. The Socratic Method is an instruction technique based upon student generated questions and inquiries as opposed to a teacher’s lecture. By letting students’ own interests guide the conversation, it is hoped that meaning, understanding, and connectivity to a text will be enhanced. Sometimes these sessions are conducted with the student questioning the teacher, but for our purpose students will be questioning each other.  To promote greater involvement, the class will be split into smaller groups. 

Rules:

1. Students will have read the text prior to the discussion

2. Students will remain in their assigned group (time lost to tardiness, trips to restroom, other call-downs, etc. will be deducted from score)
3. Groups may not interact

4. A student who misses a Socratic circle assessment will be assigned a make up essay.  This essay should be typed 800 -1000 words in length and turned in within three days of the students return to class.  This is also the assignment for introverts – introverts may listen to the discussion without weighing in, they may take notes, then respond to the ideas they hear in the essay. People wishing to use this “Introvert Exception” must tell the teacher the day before the discussion circle, so that the group can be formed fairly. 
5. Students will speak and support their opinion and listen attentively as others give theirs
6. A student will not rely on questions alone to keep conversation going (often a sign of not having read) and will stay on a topic relevant to the text
7. Students will positively and constructively interact even during bouts of disagreement
8. No headphones, iPods, cell phones, etc. will be present in the group

9. Only the book, notes, and other class related material may be on the discussion table
10. Students are to bring a set of questions/statement with them to start the conversation, these should be placed so they are visible as the instructor monitors the group.

Prep: Students should have thoroughly read all assigned materials, took notes on their readings and on class discussions, presentations, and lectures. Students should bring their own questions or ideas - TWO of them- to their Socratic Session. These should be debatable, specific, and open-ended and should include a reference to the texts we have read and the videos we have watched.
Our unit one assumption is that Anyone can Achieve the American Dream and this conversation will examine that thinking.  Our focus task is to evaluate the American Dream in light of the problems our society faces (for example: racism, sexism, classism, etc.)
Sample Questions:

1) When Lyons says, “I just stay with my music cause that’s the only way I can find to live in the word. Otherwise there ain’t no telling what I might do (18),” what is he actually trying to say? Is he threatening suicide? Is he saying he’d turn to crime? What does this statement say about young black men and their ability to find a place in the world?
2) For some people, Trump’s political campaign slogan “Make American Great Again” was a form of covert racism.  DuVernay, director of 13, would support this idea by saying the racism never really goes away, it just changes shape. How does racism exist in Battle Creek, Michigan?

3) Do you think the ideas of the “Man Box” are what caused Hillary Clinton to lose the presidency? Did she appeal to male voters? Wasn’t the Electoral College created by men? Or was there something else at work?

4) John Oliver’s “Muncipal Violations” segment laid out just how the laws of the certain communities hurt the poor. How easy is it to break the cycle of poverty? 
5) Given all we have read and watched this first semester, do you think the American Dream is achievable by all? What evidence would you use to support your claim? 

6) Is Troy’s or Rose’s view of the world the most realistic? Explain.

Your questions:

1) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

