Senior English

Course Syllabus 2011-2012
Seth J. Kay, Instructor

skay@battle-creek.k12.mi.us       269-841-9264

I. Course Description:

Drawn directly from the National Common Core Standards, this class is the capstone of the BCPS English Curriculum.  In it, students will be expected to further develop, display, and put to use the skills they have acquired in regard to reading, writing, and rhetoric. Students will be expected to read a great deal over the course of the school year. Most of this reading will take place outside of class. Our themes for this year will deal with individuals, leaders, and government.  In short: Civic Duty.  

II. Class Philosophy: This isn’t just English. This is life. We are all teachers and students.  Each one of us has a unique voice and perspective to enhance our class.  We will learn from each other, and share our thoughts with one another; we will function as a community of learners.
III. General Class Rule: Learn and Let Learn. All issues fall under that single rule. Beyond that: abide by 
the handbook.  . 
IV. This Curriculum Will:

1. Motivate students to learn while building student work ethic

2. Connect the text to the current world and issues that face the student

3. Broaden the students’ knowledge and understanding of the world

4. Help students develop and retain a love of literature, reading, and writing

5. Train students to read poetry, prose, and drama for meaning

6. Train students to read a work analytically and emotionally

7. Prepare students for their next level of education by stressing accountability and sociability 

8. Train students to write and support arguments based on fiction and non-fiction

9. Develop students’ grammar, sentence structure, and voice

10. Train students to express themselves creatively through artistic choices

V. General Skills -  The Student will:

1. Read and analyze a wide variety of literature utilizing reading strategies that will allow them to connect their own lives to literature

2. Recognize and analyze the use of literary archetypes and their impact on texts
3. Write and revise a variety of works including both creative and analytical

4. Respond directly and efficiently to timed examinations

5. Demonstrate progression in the mastery of the six traits of analytical writing including: ideas, organization, sentence fluency, voice, word choice, embedded quotes

6. Demonstrate progression in the mastery of the traits of creative writing including: details, imagery, diction, language, sentence fluency

7. Demonstrate a progressing understanding of how writers make meaning with literary devices as well as tone, diction, imagery, syntax, etc.

8. Demonstrate the ability to use rhetorical devices for effect

9. Assemble a writing portfolio containing: a reference chart of writing terms and techniques, polished papers, and rough drafts  

10. Communicate effectively in speech and in writing for a variety of purposes

VI. Class Expectations:
· Come to class everyday on time with the proper materials: class notebook, paper, writing utensils, homework, the text currently being studied by the class

· Complete and turn in papers and assignments on time (see late work policy)

· Willingly participate in class discussions, group activities, etc. 
· Willingly share your views, beliefs, and ideas, and listen as others share theirs.

· Abide by the general rules of this class and the school
· If you have a cell phone don’t use it. In fact, keep it in pocket, purse or somewhere where you won’t be tempted to use it. My classroom phone is available for making contact with someone in case of emergencies. 

· f you want to listen to music, I generally don’t mind as long as you don’t listen to it during instructional activities and it is quiet enough that I and your classmates can’t hear it. If for any reason I ask you to put it away, please comply so we don’t have to seek a consequence

VII. Grading Policy

You will receive a weighted grade for this course.  In other words, some class requirements have a greater impact on your final grade than others.  Updated grades will be posted regularly.  If your parent/guardian wants a weekly progress report sent home, you can set that up with your counselor.  Your final grade will be based on the following percentages:

       Class Work: Daily Assignments/Informal Discussions



20%
       Quizzes: Literature Terms and Readings





20%
       Assessements: Literature/Writing Assessments: Essays, Formal discussions,               60%

      rough drafts/Revisions/Reflections/presentations


The final grade calculation: 80% based on semester and 20% based on final exam
VIII.  Course Texts (Possibilities)

Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby. 1925. New York: Scribner Paperback Fiction, 1995.
Golding, William. Lord of the Flies
McCullogh, David. Mornings on Horseback
Orwell, George. 1984

Salinger, J.D. The Catcher in the Rye
Shaara, Jeff. The Glorious Cause
Shakespeare, William. Macbeth. Evanston, Illinois: McDougal Little, 1997.

Warriner, John. English Grammar and Composition. Orlando: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 

1982.

Wilson, August. Fences

IX. Supplemental Materials

As we spend the year studying civic awareness, it is sometimes useful to incorporate films that are relevant to our curriculum studies and stimulating to our discussions, writings, and assessments as well as our imaginations. The films include:
The entirety of Food, Inc.
The entirety of Inconvenient Truth

The entirety of Sicko
The entirety of Waiting for Superman

The entirety of Into the Wild
            Scenes from Macbeth 
            Scenes from The Road
            Scenes from Malcom X
            Scenes from Henry V
            Scenes from The Patriot
Scenes from Braveheart
Scenes from The King’s Speech
Scenes from A Time to Kill
Scenes from A Few Good Men
Scenes from Minority Report
Scenes from The Great Gatsby

Scenes from The Grapes of Wrath
Scenes from There Will Be Blood
Scenes from Role Models
X. Policies

A. Homework
The reading is challenging; the writing is frequent and requires an independent mind. This class requires a commitment to completing assignments in a timely manner.  Class discussions only work if we all come to class prepared.  We will cover material at a steady rate, but I will work up a schedule for each week through the weekend so that you may plan your time accordingly.  If you ever have any questions or concerns, please come talk to me.  Homework is due when students walk in the door for class. (See late work policy)  
B. Absences

Absences do affect your ability to pass the class.  The school absence policy applies. No more than 10 absences (excused or unexcused) are allowed per semester. Any absences over and above this amount will need to be made up. Failure to do so by the required dates will result in an “H” for a grade and will require you to retake the class. Make up forms can be picked up from your grade office.  Completed make up forms must be turned in to your grade office by the dates listed below. See your student handbook for further details.  If you are absent, YOU are responsible for finding out about any work or instruction you may have missed.

C. Tardiness
You are expected, and it is to your greatest benefit, to arrive to class on time.  You are considered tardy if you are not in your seat when the bell rings.  The tardy policy in the handbook applies. 
***When you are late, you get yourself off to a bad start and you also create a disruption for the entire class.  If for some reason you are late, please come in as quietly as possible, and see a fellow classmate or me after class for any information you may have missed.  
D. Late Work Policy
All assignments, projects and papers should be completed and submitted on time.  Scores for work turned in late may be reduced from the total points possible by 25% for each day late.  Students who have an excused absence will be allowed 2 days to make up their work for full credit.  Students absent because of suspension for three days or more are expected to pick up their work from their grade office and have it completed upon their return.

E. Behavior Issues
All students are expected to be a positive and productive participant in class.  I expect you to act maturely and to respect the learning of others as well as your own.  I prefer to work with a student one-on-one, and then, if necessary, with a parent before I involve administration (unless, of course, the behavior is of an extreme or violent nature). But, I expect that you are responsible young adults, and that these consequences won’t be necessary.  Depending on the severity of the problem, possible consequences for violating school/class rules include:

XI. Your Success is Important to Me!
I would like to see 100% success for my students!  I am willing to do everything I can to help you be successful and learn a great deal.  I encourage you to stay after school for academic help.  The key to academic success in my class is to do the following:

· Come to class on time everyday

· Write down all assignments and major dates in your notes or planner

· Turn all assignments in, even if they are late (late credit is better than no credit)

· Keep up with your reading

· Keep all assignments until the end of the semester

· See me before a problem gets out of hand

· Keep an open mind, be willing to learn new things, and ask questions!
· Be willing to do anything extra that will help you succeed (for example: stay after school for extra explanations, get a tutor, complete extra projects, make flash cards for unfamiliar terms, be organized, etc.)

After reviewing this syllabus, what are your jobs as a student in to this class? (Please personalize your response as much as you can!). List at least five things you believe you must do:
What do you se as my job as a teacher trying to help you? Again, list five.

Please shoe this to your parent/guardian. Do they have any comments/concerns?

Adult Primary Contact:
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

Preferred telephone number: __________________________________________________________
Email address: _____________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________________________

Student Name (Print): ________________________________________________________________
Be good.  Do good.  See beauty.

9-8  
 A/A-    Excellent Performance
       Excellent use of thoughtfully chosen, apt, and specific concrete details and references to the text  

       Response to the prompt and/or topic is cogent (convincing), insightful, and perceptive commentary and interpretation-- free of plot summary; ideas are expressed with clarity and skill. Skillfully addresses the “what,” the “how,” and the “why” in the prompt.

       Well organized with careful development; excellent thesis; logically ordered, strong conclusion; smooth transitions (not “First,… Second, …)

       Well-written, with pleasing sentence variety, sound sentence structure (fragments, run-ons), precise and fresh diction (word choice). Uses the literary present, third person (if necessary) and few “to be” verbs.

       Virtually no errors in conventions such as spelling, grammar, usage, and mechanics

A 9 essay is above the pack—fresh, sophisticated, marked with stylistic finesse.

 

7-6
B+/B    Above Average Performance
       Effectively uses well-chosen and specific concrete details and references to the text 

       Commentary and analysis is thoughtful and convincing, but less insightful and less developed than 9-8. Effectively addresses the “what” and the “how,” but may miss the “why.”

       Sound organization, intelligent, but less effective thesis, logically ordered, effective conclusion, good use of transitions. 

       Well- written, with some sentence variety; good sentence structure, high-level and varied diction.  Uses the literary present and third person (if appropriate) most of the time.

       Few errors in conventions—spelling, grammar, usage, and mechanics

A 7 paper will have more developed analysis and development, and have better control over sentence structure, diction, and conventions. A 6 is a “safe” paper; carefully done, but needs more.

 

5
B/B-/C+   Average Performance

       Contains and uses concrete details and textual references correctly, but it may be superficial, obvious, and/or vague

       Commentary is generic, but contains some analysis. Writing displays writer’s ideas in an overly generalized fashion.

       Paper is organized, adequate thesis, but may not address the complexity of the question, logically ordered, adequate conclusion, contains transitions

       Little sentence variety, but adequate sentence structure, diction is adequate and correct, but may be repetitive or generic. May drift from literary present or slip into inappropriate voice (ex. going from 3rd person to 1st) 

       May have some, but not serious, errors in conventions—spelling, grammar, usage, mechanics

A 5 paper meets the assignment, but seems general and mechanical
4-3
C/C- Below Average Performance

       Contains some supporting evidence, but it is weak, paraphrase, vague or inaccurate.

       Analysis and commentary is weak, misguided, and/or inaccurate and unclear. Response paraphrase and plot summary opposed to analysis.  Writing does address the topic and conveys the writer’s ideas, but is underdeveloped. Response fails to adequately address the question.

       Paper shows some sense organization, imprecise thesis or merely a restatement of the question; ideas may drift from or are not connected to the thesis; weak conclusion; may lack transitions and topic sentences.

       Little sentence variety; sentence structure errors, generic and/or repetitive diction—overuse or misuse of  “I” and/or “you”

       Weak control over conventions—spelling, grammar, usage, mechanics

A 3 paper compounds the weakness of a 4: weaker writing skills, less organization, misinterpretations, inadequate development, serious omissions

 

2-1
D+/D/D- Poor Performance

       Very little, if any, concrete details and textual support; if present, it is unacceptably vague

       Plot summary and/or paraphrase substitute for commentary and analysis; some attempt to answer the question, but with very little clarity or coherence

       Lack of control over organization and development; may ramble; thesis is weak or nonexistent; a restatement of the question or absent altogether

       Little sentence variety; may have distracting errors in sentence structure and diction

       Weak control and distracting errors in conventions—spelling, grammar, usage, mechanics

A 1 paper is unacceptably brief or incoherently long, full of mechanical errors, and/or missed the focus of the topic
 

0
F
A response that is no more than a reference to the task
Master Rubric
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