      Senior AP Master Vocab
Senior AP: Vocab I: Drama/Hamlet
1. Foil: N: A character who is similar to a main character but has a noticeable difference that illuminates an idea about the main character

2. Iamb (Iambic Pentameter): N: An unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable: today; five iambs comprise a line of iambi pentameter

3. Theme: N: A fundamental and universal idea explored in a literary work.  Example: The perpetual battle between good and evil in East of Eden, the struggle between parents and children in Romeo and Juliet
4. Conceit: N: an imagining, a fanciful metaphor, a situation a reader must accept in order to “believe” in a book, something that is conceived in the mind

5. Motif: N: A recurring structure, contrast, image, phrase, or other device that develops a major theme within a work

6. Soliloquy: N: A speech, often in verse, by a lone character that is made to the audience only and is could considered a type of interior monologue

7. Couplet/Heroic Couplet: N: two successive rhymed lines of equal length/ two successive rhymed lines of iambic pentameter that usually come at the end of a poem
8. Aside: N: A device in which a character in a drama makes a short speech, often a single line, which is heard by the audience but not the other characters
9. Freytag’s Pyramid – N – Gustav Freytag developed his theory of     
  dramatic structure to apply to five act plays like Romeo and Juliet, but 

  its components can be applied to other forms of literature
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10. harlot: N: a woman of loose sexual morals, a prostitute
11. confound :V: amaze, confuse, mystify
12. knave: N: an unprincipled or dishonest person
13. apoplexy: N: Sudden loss of consciousness, a stroke, a sudden fit of  

 paralysis or dizziness
14. unction: N: a soothing or comforting agent, sometimes associated with  

 religion
15. wanton: ADJ: lawless, lewd
16. visage: N: face, façade 
17. incorporeal: ADJ: immaterial, disembodied, ghostly
18. country matters : N: an old phrase meaning something coarse or 
 indecent 
19. Nero: N: an oft-alluded to Roman emperor, a cruel and sexually depraved man who went mad, killed his mother and let Rome burn in a Great Fire
20. prate: V: to talk excessively

Senior AP Vocab II: Prosody (The Grammar of Meter and Rhythm in Poetry) and Introduction to Schools of Criticism
Use the Introduction to Criticism Packet to construct definitions for each of the following:

1. New Criticism:

2. Deconstruction

3. Gender Criticism:

4. Marxism:

5. Reader Response Criticism:

6. Post Colonial Criticism:

7. New Historicism:

8. Psychoanalytical Criticism

9. Free verse: N/ADJ: verse that does not conform to any fixed meter of rhyme scheme but relies on less evident patterns to give the poem shape

10. Blank verse: N/ADJ: unrhymed iambic pentameter. Most of 
 Shakespeare’s works are written in this form

11. Foot: N: the basic rhythmic unit into which a line of verse can be 
 divided.

Types of feet (besides the iamb):

a. Trochee: A stresses syllable followed by an unstressed syllable: carry :     / ˘

b. Dactyl: A stressed syllable followed by two unstressed syllables: difficult:     /˘˘

c. Anapest: two unstressed syllables followed by a stressed: it is time: ˘˘/

d. Spondee: two successive stressed syllables: Out, Out:   / /

e. Pyrrhic: two successive unstressed syllables: of the: ˘˘

12. Metrical line types: ADJ: Monometer: one foot;  dimeter: two feet; trimeter: three feet; Tetrameter: four feet; pentameter: five feet; hexameter: six feet; Heptameter: seven feet; Octameter: eight feet 

13. Stanza: N: a group of two or more lines of poetry combined according to subject matter, rhyme, or some other plan

14. Quatrain: N: a four line stanza

15. Tercet: a group of three lines of poetry often end-rhymed

16. Caesura: N: a pause in the middle of a line of poetry often indicated by punctaution

17. Scansion: N: the pattern of the meter and stresses in a line of poetry, the act (V) of determining that pattern is called scanning
18. Verse: N: a synonym for poetry
19. Verisification: N: the structural form of poetry as revealed by scansion
20. Prosody – The grammar of meter and rhythm in poetry

Senior AP: Vocab III:  Hamlet Part 2

1. Archetype: N: A theme, motif, symbol or stock character that holds a familiar and fixed place in culture’s consciousness. Examples: the resurrected god, the evil step mother, the tragic hero

2. Caricature: N: a deliberate misrepresentation of a character, often cartoonish

3. Rhetorical Question: N: A question that is asked not to elicit an answer but to make an impact or call attention to something

4. Mimetic: ADJ: imitating or approximating a source, in literature it refers to the accuracy of art to life  

5. Bourgeois: ADJ: of or relating to the middle class, N: people of the middle class

6. Verisimilitude: N: the quality of appearing true or real

7. Convention: N: a set manner, a proper way

8. Nuanced: ADJ: marked by subtle shades of meaning, faithfully complex to an artist’s subject

9. Antithesis: N: the direct opposite of another entity (Evil’s antithesis is good)

10. Colloquial: ADJ: language that is casual as opposed to formal

11. Discourse: N: a formal discussion in speech or writing, V: to discuss formally

12. Couch: V: to frame or describe an argument in a certain manner. (Because he did not like the Governor’s idea, he couched it in negative terms)

13. Vehement: ADJ: intensely passionate, exhibiting great force of expression (usually connoting anger)

14. Verbal irony: The use of a statement to imply its exact opposite. Sarcasm is a simple form. “Polonius is such a good father” is used to imply he isn’t

15. Dramatic irony: N: the author lets his audience know the truth of a situation while keeping his character in the dark and often has them expecting the opposite of what is about to happen

16. Situational Irony: N: when circumstances are the opposite of what they are believed to be

17. Irony: N: the state when the opposite of what is expected is true

18. Cosmic Irony: N: The idea that the universe (fate) is malicious or indifferent to human suffering, in contrast to the idea that humans lead purposeful and meaningful lives

19. Romantic Irony: N: an author’s persistent reminder to the reader that he is part of the work. This draws attention to the act, the art of the works creation and tries to prevent the reader from accepting the writing at face value (assuming its reality)

20. Litotes: N: a form of understatement in which a negative of the contrary is used to achieve emphasis or intensity:  Saying “Joe is not a bad student” to imply that Joe is actually a good student

Senior AP: Vocab IV: Poetry Basics
1. Alliteration – the repetition of an initial consonant sound in a group of words in a line of poetry

2. Allusion – a reference to a well-established person, place, or event used to enhance or create meaning in an idea

3. Assonance – the repetition of a vowel sound in a line of poetry

4. Consonance – the repetition of a consonant sound in a line of poetry

5. Diction – the choice of words in oral or written discourse

6. End-stopped – a line of poetry that ends with a natural pause often indicated by a punctuation mark

7. Enjambment – the use of successive lines with no punctuation or pause between them (the opposite of end-stopped)

8. Metaphor – a figure of speech that compares unlike entities without using “like” or “as” like the simile does
9. Parallel structure – the use of a repeated word or phrase to create momentum in writing

10. Pun – a humorous play on words, using similar sounding or identical words to suggest different meanings

11. Denotation  - the dictionary definition of a word 
12. Subtext – The implied meaning that underlies the main meaning of a work of literature

13. Syntax – The organization of language into meaningful structure. Every sentence has a particular syntax or pattern of words

14. Theme – the main idea or meaning, often an abstract idea upon which a work of literature is built

15. Tone – The authors attitude toward the subject being written about, the primary emotion that pervades a work or part of a work

16. Trope – the generic term for a figure of speech such as image, symbol, simile, and metaphor

17. Connotation – The suggested or implied meaning of a word or phrase, the emotional implications a word carries for individuals 

18. Voice – The real or assumed personality used by a writer or speaker. In grammar, active voice and passive voice refer to the types of verbs being used.
19.  Apostrophe: N: a direct address to a person or thing in a line of poetry: “Oh, you cruel streets of Battle Creek, how I detest you”

20. Hyperbole: N: overstatement, gross exaggeration for rhetorical effect

Senior AP: Vocab V: Paradise Lost I

1. Verse Novel – N – a full length fictional work that is novelistic in nature but written in poetry rather than prose

2. In media res – Latin for “in the middle of things” – the technique of start a story in the midst of the narrative’s events

3. Rapacious – ADJ – greedy, taking by force, plundering, subsisting on live prey

4. Usury – N – the act of lending money and applying an interest rate to the repayment;  the interest charged on a loan

5. Patriarchal – ADJ - dominated by men, usually in relation to a society of some kind (family, tribe, clan, etc.)
6. Matriarchal – ADJ – dominated by women, usually in relation to a society of some kind (family, tribe, clan, etc.)

7. Ecclesiastical – adj – relating to the Christian churches

8. Acrimonious – ADJ – bitter in language or tone (attitude), rancorous

9. Metaphysical –ADJ -  based on speculative or abstract reasoning, concerned with the problems of an ultimate reality

10.   Misogynist – N – one who dislikes (even hates) women

11.   Carnal – ADJ – relating to the desires and appetites of the flesh or body; sensual

12.   Celestial – ADJ – of or pertaining to the sky or heavens

13.   Palpable – ADJ – capable of being handled, touched, felt; tangible

14.   Binary opposites - an idea held by deconstructionists that suggests that given two opposed things (free will/ fate), that a text's meaning lies the discourse of their interaction.

15.   Muse – N – an inspiring spirit; a daughter of Zeus; V – to think or ponder a subject

16.   Leviathan – N – a thing that is unusually large

17.   Allegory – N – a literary conceit in which a literal character, object, or event symbolizes an idea, moral, or religious principle

18.   Controlling metaphor – N – a conceit that dominates or organizes an entire poem

19.   extended metaphor – N – a detailed and complex conceit that extends over a long section of a poem

20.   prosopopeia – N – fancy term for personification: treating an abstractions, animals, or things as if they were a people, endowing it with human-like qualities

Vocab VI: Senior AP: Advanced Poetics and Paradise Lost II
1. Syllabic Meter – the number of total syllables in a line of poetry is fixed, but not the stressed syllables

2. Accentual Syllabic Meter – both the number of stressed syllables and unstressed syllables in a line of poetry is fixed

3. Rhyme Scheme – the pattern of end rhymes established over the course of a poem 

4. Masculine Rhyme – a rhyme consisting of a single stressed syllable (car, far)

5. Feminine Rhyme – a rhyme consisting of a stressed syllable followed by an unstressed syllable (mother, brother)

6. Internal Rhyme – A rhyme between two or more words within a single line of verse

7. End Rhyme – lines of poetry that are linked by a rhyme that occurs at their end

8. Slant Rhyme – also called near rhyme or off rhyme or oblique rhyme, it is the imperfect rhyming of similar sounding words (port, heart)

9. Perfect Rhyme – the exact match of sounds in rhyme

10. Terza Rima – a rhyme scheme pioneered by Dante in his Inferno, it is a system of interlaced tercets linked by a common rhyme: ABA BCB CDC, etc.
11. Refrain – a phrase or group of lines repeated at significant moments in a poem, often at the end of a stanza

12. Elegy – a poem that laments the dead or a loss

13. Ballad – a simple narrative, may incorporate dialogue, written in quatrains, often in alternating lines of trimeter and tetramter, often rhyming

14. Epic – a lengthy poem with elevated language that celebrates the exploits of a hero

15. Ode – a formal, lengthy poem that celebrates a particular subject

16. Sonnet – a 14 line poem written in iambic pentameter that utilizes a prescribed rhyme scheme (Shakespearean or Petrarchan)

17. Lyric Poetry – a type of poetry characterized by emotion, personal feelings, and brevity often characterized by rhyme, meter, and reflective thought

18. Idyll – a type of lyric poem that extols the virtues of an ideal place or time.

19. narrative poem – a poem that tells a story

20. discursive poem – a poem that is essayistic in nature and presents an argument

Senior AP: Vocab 7:
1. The Enlightenment: AKA the Age of Reason: an intellectual movement in Europe (notably France) from 1660-1790 that emphasized the importance of reason, progress, and liberty
2. Gothic Literature: from 1764-1820 literature that featured mysterious settings with edgy, brooding characters and often contained elements of the supernatural, the precursor to modern “horror” stories

3. Romanticism: A literary movement from 1798-1832 that reacted against the restraint of the Enlightenment. It embraces the imagination, subjectivity, and the purity of Nature

4. Elizabethan Literature: A major period in English Literature that coincided with the reign of Elizabeth I. Writers include Ben Jonson, Christopher Marlowe, and William Shakespeare. 
5. Metaphysical Literature: literature from a group of 17th century poets who combined direct language with ingenious images, paradoxes, and conceits. Authors include: John Donne and Andrew Marvell.
6. Victorian Literature: Victorian literature was produced during the reign of Queen Victoria (1832-1901). Victorian literature is characterized by a strong sense of morality, and it frequently champions the downtrodden. It is also often equated with prudishness and oppression. Some of the best-known authors of this period are Charlotte Brontë (Jane Eyre), Emily Bronte (Wuthering Heights), and Charles Dickens (Great Expectations).
7. Frame: A structure that provides a premise or setting for a narrative. Frankenstein uses the frame of Robert Walton’s expedition to allow Victor Frankenstein to tell his story to the other characters; Heart of Darkness also uses a frame
8. Apollonian: the most noble, god-like qualities of human nature and behavior

9. Dionysian: this refers to the sensual, pleasure-seeking impulses of human nature

10. Classic: a highly regarded work of literature or art that has withstood the test of time

11. Classical (classicism): derived from the orderly qualities of ancient Greek and Roman culture, implies formality, objectivity, simplicity, and restraint

12. Bildungsroman: A German word referring to a coming of age story in which the hero matures over the course of the story

13.  Catharsis: a cleansing of the spirit brought about by the pity and terror of a dramatic tragedy

14.  Euphony: pleasing, harmonious sounds within a line or sentence

15.  Cacophony: grating, inharmonious sounds within a line or sentence

16.  Fable: a short tale often with non-human characters that presents a useful lesson

17.  Fantasy: A story containing unreal, imaginary features

18.  Pathetic fallacy: Faulty reasoning that inappropriately ascribes human feelings to nature or nonhuman objects 
19.  Parable: a story consisting of events from which a moral or spiritual truth may be derived.
Senior AP: Semester 1: List 8
1) Pastiche – N – A work that imitates the style of a previous work or author or a work that is a hodgepodge of different influences

2) Parody – N – A humorous imitation of another work, one that exaggerates the characteristics of an original.
3) Satire – N – A writing that ridicules or criticizes individuals, ideas, institutions, social conventions, or other works of art or literature, in order to make a point.
4) Glide – N – a transitional sound that blends the sound of one letter into another (wore, quiet), (v) in poetry, to utilize a glide in order to manipulate the number of syllables in a line

5) Utopia – N- an ideally perfect place, especially in terms of its social, political, and moral aspects

6) Dystopia – N- an imaginary place or state in which the condition of life is terrible, sometimes the state may be viewed as utopian, though the narrative reveals the actuality, often a form social criticism

7) Omniscient Narration – the narrative voice knows all the actions, feelings, motivations of all the characters
8) Limited omniscient narration – the narrative voice knows the actions, feelings, motivations of only a handful of characters

9) Free Indirect discourse – the narrative voice conveys a character’s inner thoughts while staying in third person

10) Stream of consciousness narration: the narrator conveys a subjects thoughts, impressions, and perceptions exactly as they occur, often in disjointed fashion and without typical logic or grammar

11) Poetic diction: the use of specific types of words, phrases, or literary structures that are not common in contemporary speech or prose
12) Poetic license: the liberty that authors take with ordinary rules of syntax and grammar, employing unusual grammar or metrical devices or figures of speech or committing factual errors in order to strengthen a passage of writing

13) Modernism: 1890s -1940s: A literary and artistic movement that provided a radical break with traditional modes of western art, thought, religion, social conventions, and morality.  Major themes of this period include the attack on notions of hierarchy; experimentation in new forms of discourse, such as stream of consciousness; doubt about existence of a knowable reality. Major authors include: Hemingway, Joyce, Stein, Millay, Pound, Fitzgerald, Faulkner, Woolf, Eliot
14) Post-Modernism (1940s- present): an ambiguous term that refers to literature that is a response to the elitism of high modernism or that reacts to the horrors of World War II.  It is often disjointed and fragmented, and may be a pastiche of high and low culture that reflects the absence of tradition and structure in a world driven by technology and consumerism.
15) The Lost Generation: A term made famous by Gertrude Stein who used it to describe the generation of writers, many of them soldiers that came to maturity during World War I and as a result became very detached from the world. The group includes Hemingway, Fitzgerald, Dos Passos, Pound, and Joyce.

16) Naturalism: A literary movement at the end of the nineteenth century and opening of the twentieth century.  Naturalism tends to look at people as helpless victims of the laws of nature. Writers include Jack London, Herman Melville, and Stephen Crane 
17) Realism: A movement beginning during the late 19th Century that stresses actuality, ordinary people in ordinary situations, rather than the imagined or fanciful situations of the Romantics. Writers include Twain, James, Harte, Jewett, Chopin, Cory. 
18) Regionalism: The tendency among certain authors to write about specific geographical areas, presenting the culture of an area, including its speech, customs, beliefs, and history. The term “local color” is often tied to this, but is limited to idiosyncrasies of culture rather than a more sophisticated treatment.

19) Transcendentalism: An American literary and philosophical movement that was influenced by Western Romanticism and Eastern ideologies including Buddhism and Hinduism. They believe that individual intuition and conscience are better guides to truth than the senses, reason, and experience. They respect the individual spirit and the natural world, seeing all as containing divintity. 
Senior AP Semester 2: List 1

1. Non sequitur – an idea or statement that fails to logically follow the idea before it

2. Mock epic – a parody of the traditional epic form

3. Harangue – a forceful sermon, lecture, or tirade

4. Roman à clef – French for a novel in which historical events and actual people appear in the guise of fiction

5. Burlesque – a work of literature meant to ridicule, a grotesque imitation

6. Euphemism – a mild or less negative word for a harsh or blunt term. Ex: “passed away” instead of “died”

7. Farce – A comedy that contains an extravagant and nonsensical disregard of seriousness, although it may have a serious or scornful purpose

8. Montage – the use of a quick succession of images or impressions to express an idea

9. Aphorism – a short, pithy statement of a generally accepted truth
10. Invective: a direct verbal assault; a denunciation

11. Kenning: a device in which the name of a thing is replaced by one of its functions or qualities. An “ocean” could be termed a “whale-road” or a “politician,” a “speech-giver”

12. Lampoon: a mocking, satirical assault on a person or situation

13. Humanism: a belief that emphasizes faith and optimism in human potential and creativity

14. Hubris: the excessive pride that often leads tragic heroes to their deaths

15. Maxim: a saying or proverb expressing common wisdom or truth

16. Old English: The language spoken in England between 450 and 1150, roughly

17. Middle English: The language spoken in England between 1150 and 1500, roughly

18. Melodrama: a literary form in which events are exaggerated to provoke an emotional response

19. Pastoral: a work of literature dealing with rural life
20. Periodic sentence: a sentence in which the main though is expressed at the end with its supporting information at the beginning

21. Parable: a story consisting of events from which a moral can be drawn

22. Pulp fiction: novel written for mass consumption, often emphasizing exciting, titillating plots, details, and images

23. Synecdoche: a figure of speech in which a part stands in for the whole. “I got a new car” becomes “I got a new set of wheels.”
24. Metonymy: a figure of speech that uses the name of one thing to represent something associated with it. “The president delivered a stunning accusation” becomes “The White House delivered a stunning accusation.”

