Self-Interview

In our extended interview series about ordinary Americans, we sit down with many people and today we sit down with high school teacher Seth Kay. When we catch up with him, he is preparing a fire in his fire pit behind his modest house in Portage, Michigan. His two sons, nine and seven, are fighting over whose turn it is to go on the slip-n-side. He is dressed in linen pants, a linen shirt and sunglasses.  From the looks of his hair, he just rolled out of bed, though it is three in the afternoon. He appears to be enjoying his summer off. 
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SKJ: You look like you’re enjoying summer.

SK: I am. Summers are a nice perk to the job.

SKJ: A lot of people think that people who become teachers do it so they can sit around pools and be lazy all summer.

SK: A lot of people are idiots.

SKJ: So you do work?

SK: In the summer, yes. I work on school curriculum, read school books, and work on my own novel. And take care of these two. He points to his boys who are now arguing over a squirt gun. And her. He points to his daughter who is dressed in a diaper and a winter hat and is trying climb into a box of AppleJacks.  And him. He points to a 7 month old who is gnawing on a baseball bat like a tiny bald beaver.
SKJ: Decent pay being teacher?
SK: Hardly. If you do the math, a babysitter making five bucks an hour per kid makes more than I do. By far. 

SKJ: How did you become a teacher?
SK: By accident, I suppose. There was probably a girl involved. It didn't work out.  On the other hand, my mother, a teacher herself, tried to warn me away from it, but like any good teenager I didn't listen.  At one point, I wanted to be a firefighter, at another, a lawyer, and for a long time I wanted to be an architect. Originally though, I wanted to be the Pope. I told my parents that when I was five.
SKJ: The Pope?
SK: Yes. I was very impressed by his hats.
SKJ: When did you know when you definitely headed into teaching?
SK: When I walked into my classroom at Battle Creek Central in 1997. I was assigned to teach Debate and some hybrid beast of geography, government, a geography.
SKJ: Now that you've been doing it for awhile, do you still like it?
SK: I like the teaching part of teaching.
SKJ: Is there another part? 
SK: Any part that involves talking with other adults.
SKJ: You don't like adults?
SK: A few I guess, but I got into teaching because I could help kids.  Adults are too far gone. There's nothing that can done for them.
SKJ: What would you say is your teaching philosophy?
SK:  Empower students to live beyond themselves, even if that means challenging authority in a productive and peaceful way.
SJK: Not a big fan of authority?
SK: Absolutely. One should never become an authority, at least not intentionally.
SKJ: So how does one unintentionally become an authority?
SK: By doing good, being good, and seeing beauty.
SKJ: That doesn't sound very original.
SK: The road not taken isn't a road.
