___________SOCIAL ACTION PROJECT (S.A.P.)____________
“Never believe that a few caring people can’t change the world—for indeed, that’s all who ever have.”

--Margaret Mead
Introduction:_________________________________________________________________________
Many people are frustrated with the state of the world.  While it is easy to complain about decisions made by our politicians, few stand up and take action at the grassroots level. Pro-active approaches to solving the problems of society take great determination, courage, and selflessness.  Rather than grumbling, more citizens need to ask themselves, “How can I make a difference?”
Mahatma Gandhi said, “Be the change you want to see in the world.”  What is one change you’d like to see?  What skills and characteristic can you contribute to a reform effort, one that makes positive change?  

Primary objectives for the senior capstone project:

· Display knowledge of and an ability to use ethos, pathos, and logos

· Display knowledge of and an ability to use devices to persuade an audience (humor, visual elements, written text, juxtaposition, cause/effect reasoning, audio track, personal anecdote, expert testimony)
Project Overview:_____________________________________________________________________
You will complete a final project which showcases your leadership skills by crafting a plan that could feasibly be used to take social action on a specific issue. 
· Your final project will require you to support your action plan with evidence from research. 
· Speeches should be 5-10 minutes long. 
· They must be done individually.
·  They must include a visual element of some kind. 
· You must turn in a typed copy of your essay. 
· Any use of clips from films or internet DO NOT count toward the 5 minutes minimum—only material that is created by you counts toward the time requirement. 

· Projects are not to go over 10 minutes and will be stopped at the 10 minutes mark so that all may present. 
Project Steps:_________________________________________________________________________

STEP 1:  Pick a topic.

Consider the topics you’ve studied, read about, and seen on the news, such as: alcoholism, homelessness, environmental endangerment, poverty, child abuse, and teen pregnancy.  Perhaps you’ll be inspired by your experiences serving in the community, or by other personal encounters.  Perhaps your study of documentary film will build your awareness—and interest—about an issue.  Ultimately, choose a topic you sincerely care about.
STEP 2:  Research
Regardless of your prior experience with this issue, you’ll work to become an “expert” on the topic. If you can find non-fiction books, read them.  If you can watch documentaries, watch them.  Look online at news organizations and magazines. You’ll want to gain other perspectives through further study. You’ll also want better understanding of the issue within the context where you’ll base your action plan.  For instance, if you’re interested in minimizing teen pregnancy in Battle Creek, you’ll want to read some supplementary articles about this issue within Battle Creek. 
Ultimately you will need FIVE sources that you credit on your Works Cited Page and cite in the text of your speech.
STEP 3:  Compile research notes/artifacts in your Project Journal.


As you read the book and articles, take notes on the following concepts:

· What are the causes of the problem?

· What are the impacts on contemporary society?  On the future?

· What are possible solutions?

· What current actions are being taken?  By whom?

· What are the opposing views (supporters and critics) to current actions?

· What are the barriers for change?
· What new ideas do you have?
Take good notes that include the title, author, and page number of your source!  You also should write down all of the information that you need to cite MLA citations. Although it is not required, you may consider purchasing the book so you can highlight in it.  Your instructor will have Project Journal checks to assess your progress (every two weeks). You must add information to your Project Journal every class period that you are given to work on this assignment.
STEP 4:  Draft a Project Proposal.
At this point, you’ll develop a concrete proposal for how you could make a difference in your community.  Additionally, you’ll make plans for how you’ll package your ideas.  Your proposal should include a bibliography of the sources (the books and articles) your project will reference.  A model proposal will be provided.  Your proposal must be approved by your instructor before you can move on to the next steps.

STEP 5:  Design your Project. It needs to include:
· A  presentation that includes: 

· A catchy introduction

· Appeals to ethos/pathos/logos

· Uses the devices we have been studying (humor, visual elements, expert testimony, personal anecdotes, written text, juxtaposition, 
· A formal essay that utilizes written voice, style, and grammar to present the issue and possible solutions. This essay should entertain or persuade us to do something.  Use the standard essay form (Intro, Body, Conclusion).  The length: 4-6 typed double-spaced pages (not counting cover page, works cited page or visuals, and typed in standard 12 pt font with 1 in margins). Required sources: at least five sources used in the final paper.  Follow MLA citation rules: be sure to cite your sources both in the text with parenthetical citations and at the end on the Works Cited page. Plagiarism or failure to cite sources will result in a zero on your entire paper and may result in failure of the class. 
Project Due Date: Last Week of Class in May
STEP 6:  Draft a Project Reflection.
How has your thinking about your world, and your power to promote change, evolved throughout this process?  Your reflection will accompany your project; a rubric for this component will be provided later in the semester.

STEP 7:  Present your Project to the class.
You have worked all semester on this project.  Now it’s time to show off your expertise!  Think of this as “show and tell” and an opportunity for your peers to learn from your in-depth study.  (Note: if your project is an essay, you’ll want to consider ways to supplement your talk with visuals that engage your class audience).  A rubric for this component will be provided later in the semester; a presentation schedule will be organized in May.
Grade Weight:_______________________________________________________________________
As always, your exam is worth 20% of your entire class grade.  

What you need to do by May 23:

· Have the project presented

· Turn in your research notes

· Turn in a rough draft of the speech

· Turn in a typed final draft of the speech (with work cited page)

· Turn in the “Project Reflection”
