Quarter One Assessment: Personal Narrative
The Purpose of a Personal Narrative
Some students dread narrative essays. The assignments are often personal, and writing a story about a real experience can be hard. Many academic disciplines and real-life professions use narratives to communicate important ideas. A medical case history is a narrative. Defense attorneys and prosecutors tell different narratives about crimes in their closing arguments in court, so while learning to write a good narrative to receive a good grade is helpful to your immediate situation, being able to express yourself to and communicate better with others is a long term skill that will serve you well beyond your school years. 
Narrative Uses

Narrative essays may either tell a single story that makes a point or they may use a series of small personal examples from the author’s experience to make a point. Storytelling is one of the most basic ways people communicate their experiences with each other. Different academic disciplines emphasize narratives. Psychology students frequently read case histories to learn about different disorders. History students read narratives of important events, especially eyewitness accounts. Writing a narrative about yourself may not seem educational, but it will improve your writing skills and help you to learn more from narratives you read in the future.

Developing Ideas

Read the writing prompt or prompts you have been assigned carefully. Consider the length of the essay that the teacher has assigned. Select the prompt that inspires the most ideas, not necessarily the one that seems easiest at first. Match something you have personally experienced with the prompt you have selected. You may focus on an event that takes place over no more than a few days OR you make find several small stories. Decide the specific point you want to make in your narrative and make sure your event (or events) support that point. 
The Prompt: Write a personal narrative about the impacts of one of barriers we have looked at this quarter (racism, sexism, classism – or any other –ism that is a barrier to people making personal success). It should be typed, times new roman size 12 font, 1.5 spaced, with 1 inch margins on the top and sides. Word limits: 1,000-1,500. 
Developing the Thesis

Narrative essays do have a thesis sentence. Your thesis sentence will be the point or reason the story is being told. Harlem Renaissance poet Langston Hughes wrote a narrative essay, "Salvation," about how he lost his religious faith. His thesis sentence is his first: "I was saved from sin when I was going on thirteen." Hughes' point was that he lost his faith in God at age 12. His narrative tells the story of the church meeting when that occurred and makes a point about how religions can be harmful.
Writing the Narrative

Follow your thesis sentence with the events of the narrative you intend to tell. Start at the beginning. Include important events, such as what you said and did as well as what others said and did. Leave out unimportant details. If you use dialogue, condense it to the most important statements. Ensure that readers know the important facts about the people involved as well as when and where the events occurred. Conclude with a recap of the story's meaning and your main point.
