Power Tool #2: The Participial Phrase
Function: To add further description to a noun.

Structure: An phrase beginning with a verb that ends in “ing” (sometimes “ed”), offset by commas.  A Participial phrase can be remove from the sentence and the sentence will still be complete and make sense.

Examples
At the beginning of a sentence: Sitting up in bed eating breakfast, we could see the lake on the French side. 
· Ernest Hemingway, A Farewell to Arms
In the middle of the sentence: Her hair, braided and wrapped around her head, made an ash-blonde crown. 
· John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath
At the end of the sentence: The entire crowd in the saloon gathered about me now, urging me to drink.
· Richard Wright, Black Boy
 Practice 1
Write three sentences: one with a participial phrase at the beginning, one with a participial phrase in the middle, one with an participial phrase at the end.  Circle each participial phrase.

1) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Practice 2: Read the Sample Novel Opening: Then write a similar paragraph to open your own novel.  Utilize three appositives, one at each position, and six participial phrases, two at each position. Circle the appositives and underline the participial phrases.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

