New Years Sonnet
The form of this sonnet gets at the flow of time and memory using the idea of the 12 month calendar as a symbolic means for reviewing a year and looking forward to the next one.  You may wish to review significant events or focus on a single specific one. You may also look forward and imagine what will happen in the year to come. 

While more complicated forms exist (for example the left side representing the past year and the right side representing the future – the reader would read the left side first as a single stanza and then the right side as single stanza ), for this class you can use this format: The past year (represented by lines 2-13) are bracketed in by full twelve syllable lines (Line 1 and line 14). Each line is 12 syllables long with lines 2-13 being split by a caesura.  The (I) are there to remind you to end lines with powerful words (not prepositions, conjunctions, articles, etc.).

Line 1: __________12_Syllables__________________________________(I)__

Line 2: _1syllable (I)_ 

____11 Syllables____________________(I)__

Line 3: _2 syllables_(I)                    ___10 Syllables                                                  (I)
Line 4: _3 Syllables    (I)                     _9 Syllables                                                      (I)

                        Continue the pattern of subtracting 1 syllable from

         the left part of the line and adding it to the right with

         the caesura splitting the two halves.

Line 14:                                                          12 syllables                                              (I)
