Media Bias Project: Part 5:  Forms of Media Bias
I. Story Presentation (including selection of stories, omission of stories, selection of sources, placement of stories, and diction): There are thousands of potential stories every day.  The choice of which to cover, how much space to spend covering them, and where to put them (front page/back page, top of web page/bottom of webpage) reflect the priorities of the publisher. The diction used in the headlines may also hold a clue about potential bias. 
Examine these two sets of stories. What do the selection, order, and the diction show about each source? Is anything omitted that shouldn’t be?
Stories from Fox News’s Bill O’Reilly on January 18, 2012

         Story Headlines from CBS News    

         on January 18, 2012
 

II. Loaded Words and Labeling: Purposefully using words that have a positive or negative connotation in the audiences mind. 
Exercise: Try and get a sense of the emotions associated with words. Reorder each of the following word groups by placing the most negative word on the left and most positive on the right. The first has been done for you.
1. passed away, croaked, died


croaked, died, passed away
2. ladies, women, broads

3. police, cops, pigs

4. promiscuous, easy, unrestricted

5. friends, associates, crony

6. old, ancient, historic

7. infest, access, invade 

8. famous, infamous, celebrated

9. rake, player, womanizer

10. Colleague, co-worker, assistant

Which of these sentences is the most violent and why?

1. The argument between Erica and Emily turned into a fight.

2. The argument between Erica and Emily turned into a battle.

3. The argument between Erica and Emily turned into a slaughter.

Rewrite the following sentence three times.  Each time alter the italicized word for effect.

The classroom always smelled after the freshmen came on after gym class.

1)

2)

3)
III. Manipulative Editing: Referencing small excerpts and taking things out of context in a manner that falsely portrays the subject
View the following clips and explain how manipulative editing was used and the tone of each piece: 
http://www.cc.com/video-clips/jyqw3m/the-daily-show-with-jon-stewart-are-you-ready-for-some-midterms----msnbc-s-political-narrative
IV. Implying Correlation or Causation: Incorrectly stating that one thing either causes another or suggesting that two things are related when they really are not.
View the following clips and determine what things THE DAILY SHOW believes are being incorrectly related:
http://www.cc.com/video-clips/jwybws/the-daily-show-with-jon-stewart-indecision-2012---black-to-the-future
http://www.cc.com/video-clips/50fyqp/the-daily-show-with-jon-stewart-indecision-2012---black-to-the-future---newt-gingrich-s-timing
V. Manipulation of Statistics: Presenting statistics visuals, graphs in a way that misrepresents, misleads, or manipulates an audiences emotions
View the following clip and speculate about how this data might be misleading:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXeXq7_2SgI
VI. Commentary (Spin): Inserting opinions rather than sticking to objective reporting and facts
View the following clip and identify the tone and the opinion. 
http://www.cc.com/video-clips/9y5s8l/the-daily-show-with-jon-stewart-newt-gingrich-s-poverty-code
VII. Oversimplification: Suggesting an issue is simpler than it is 
View the following clip

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=50WYM-1SjQQ
So, to sum up, watch the following clip.  Which of the above techniques does  FOX News utilize?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oi42gRAsmUM












