Macbeth: Day 5 Viewing : Minutes 1:52-2:30
The Major Characters

Macbeth – a once loyal general, he has killed his cousin the king, and made himself king
Lady Macbeth – Macbeth’s ambitious wife
Macduff – The Thane of Fife, he wants an investigation into the death of Duncan
Lennox – A Scottish nobleman, he is present in the castle when Duncan is killed

Ross - A Scottish nobleman, he is present in the castle when Duncan is killed
Malcolm- Duncan’s oldest son, he is next in line to the throne when the King is killed

A Doctor, Nurse, Messenger, Commanders of Macbeth’s Army (Caithness, Mentieth, Angus)
Young Siward – The Duke of Siward’s son, an inexperienced soldier

Siward – a duke, a leader of the English Army coming to help Malcolm overthrow Macbeth

The Scenes
“What’s the newest grief?” In England and unaware of what has happened to his family, Macduff tells Malcolm of the horrible things Macbeth has done and tries to get him to return to Scotland to overthrow Macbeth. Malcolm responds that he will respond to what he knows is true but that he can’t necessarily trust Macduff. He then says that while Macbeth is horrible, he himself would be worse – he would rape the wives and daughters and mothers of the thanes, seize their lands, and take all their wealth. Macduff tells him he “is not fit to live” and is about to storm off when Malcolm reveals that he is only testing him to see if he was loyal to Macbeth. He reveals he is pure – even viriginal—and that he loves Scotland and intends to save it from Macbeth. The Thane of Ross arrives and reluctantly delivers the news that Macduff’s family has been killed. Malcolm encourages Macduff to avenge their deaths, saying he should “dispute it like a man.” Macduff says he will, but he must also “feel it as a man.” He resolves to kill Macbeth, saying there is no time for “playing the woman with mine eyes” (crying) or being “a braggart with my tongue” (talking). 
“Out, damned spot!”A doctor has been summoned to see Lady Macbeth who is suffering from insomnia and hallucinating. Lady Macbeth enters, hallucinating that her hands are covered with blood. She tries to scrub the blood off, but can’t, nor can she cover its smell with perfume. As she heads to bed, the doctor notes that “unnatural deeds, do breed unnatural troubles”- a warning that wrongful action brings destructive guilt. It appears that Lady Macbeth has been talking in her hallucinations about her role in murdering Duncan.
“Some say he’s mad…” Angus, Menteith, Caithness and Lennox reveal that the English army is closing in and discuss Macbeth, saying that some troops Macbeth’s troops are coming to distrust him, seeing him as mad, unable to control his thirst for power and keeping it through evil actions. He is not loved or respected by his people. They are willing to give their last drop of blood to Scotland and wish that Malcolm would weed out Macbeth. 
“Therein the patient must minister to himself.” Believing he is invincible because of the sisters’ prophecies, Macbeth tells his servants he has no need of news from the battlefield. He then says that he is sick at heart and compares himself to a leaf ready to fall – it seems he regrets his actions and wants the whole situation to be done with. A doctor enters to report that Lady Macbeth mentally ill, not physically and that there is nothing he can do—the patient must work through her problems herself. Macbeth says that he is losing faith in physic (medicine) and begs the doctor to find a cure for his beloved wife. To himself, the doctor says that if he can get out of Macbeth’s castle, no amount of money will bring him back. 

“Let every soldier hew him down a bough a bough and bear’t before him.” Malcolm instructs his soldiers to cut down trees limbs and use them as camouflage as they move toward the castle—it will now appear that the forest of Birnam Wood is marching on Macbeth’s castle—just as the weird sisters predicted.
“Out, out, brief candle.” Macbeth finally begins to fear that he has been deceived by the sisters’ prophecies, says that he can barely remember the taste of fear. He then gets the news that Lady Macbeth has died. He regrets that he doesn’t have time to mourn her.  Macbeth seems to have lost his purpose in life, which he calls a poor player that wanders around the stage trying to remember his lines, and that life is just a meaningless story told by an idiot. A messenger then delivers news that appears that Birnam Wood is moving toward the castle, sending Macbeth into a fit of rage. 
“Make all our trumpets speak!” Malcolm and Macduff’s army reaches the castle wall and prepare for battle.
“Thou wast born of woman” Macbeth encounters Young Siward during the battle and kills him, telling the corpse that he stood no chance because he was born from a woman.
“Macduff was from his mother’s womb untimely ripped!”  In the throne room, Macduff tracks down Macbeth. Macbeth reluctant to fight, tells him that his “soul is charged with too much blood of thine already”— which means he admits to killing Macduff’s family, but also acknowledges that he is feeling guilty for killing them as a charge against a soul is a sin. He then warns Macduff that no one born from a woman can harm him. Macduff responds that he wasn’t born— he was ripped from the womb (know to the modern world as a Caesarean Section). Fear strikes Macbeth as he realizes how the sisters’ prophecies has deceived him into false confidence. As they fight, the battle rages on outside the castle. Siward receives news of his son’s death and refuses to mourn, saying his son had led a purposeful and meaningful life—as brief as it was. In the throne room, Macbeth and Macduff fight until Macbeth seizes an advantage and brings his knife to Macduff’s throat. The sister’s appear to him. Macbeth smiles at them and as they depart we hear a knife cutting into a body. As Siward and Malcolm talk, Macduff enters carrying Macbeth’s head. Malcolm takes from him, and calls on God to help him right the country that has been destroyed by Macbeth (the dead butcher) and his fiendlike queen (who took her own life). He invites all the thanes to come to his coronation. 
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