Macbeth: Day 3 Viewing : Minutes 48:00 – 1:22

The Major Characters

Macbeth – a brutal, loyalist general who fights for Duncan and Scotland, he is the Thane (Lord) of Glamis
Lady Macbeth – Macbeth’s ambitious wife
The Porter – a drunk who tends the gate at MacBeth’s castle

Macduff – The Thane of Fife, he wants an investigation into the death of Duncan
Lennox – A Scottish nobleman, he is present in the castle when Duncan is killed

Ross - A Scottish nobleman, he is present in the castle when Duncan is killed
Banquo – another Scottish general and friend of Macbeth
Fleance – Banquo’s son, if the sisters are to be believed, a line of kings will come from him

Malcolm- Duncan’s oldest son, he is next in line to the throne when the King is killed

Donalbain – Duncan’s younger son
The Murderers – men manipulated by Macbeth into killing Banquo and Fleance
The Scenes

“O horror, horror, horror!”  MacDuff and his family arrive in the night to be part of the next day’s celebration. They are let in by a drunken porter who rambles about lazy people (those who take the “primrose path”) and the effect of alcohol (both foul and fair, of course).  They are then greeted by Macbeth. It has been a night of horrible storms and Macduff goes to check on the king.  He returns, horror-struck, and reports that the king is dead. As Macbeth and Lennox leave to see for themselves, Macduff raises the castle alarm. The noise draws Lady Macbeth who enters pretending to know nothing. Macbeth and Lennox return, and Macbeth cries that now all good is gone and life is pointless. Malcolm and Donalbain enter and learn of their father’s death, when they ask who did it, they are told the guards. Macbeth then confesses to killing the guards because he hated them for killing the king he loved and respected.  Lady Macbeth pretends to faint to take the focus off her husband. As Lady Macbeth is carried out, Banquo and Macduff call for an investigation into Duncan’s murder.  As the group departs, Malcolm and Donalbain fearful of the “daggers in men’s smiles’” decide to flee – Malcolm to England and Donalbain to Ireland. 
“Tis unnatural, even like the deed that’s done.” Outside Macbeth’s castle, the Thane of Ross talks with Porter about how an unnatural darkness is strangling the light of day. Macduff exits the castle saying that he believes the guards were bribed to kill Duncan, possibly by the king’s sons – who have fled, making them look guilty. He reveals that Macbeth will become king, but rather than attended the crowning of the new king, he will head to his castle in Fife.
“Upon my head they placed a fruitless crown…” Alone, Banquo voices his suspicion that Macbeth has “play’d most foully” to win the crown. As Banquo is about to leave, Macbeth invites him to a formal state banquet and council meeting. Banquo responds that he will be there. Macbeth tells him that Duncan’s sons have fled and confessed to killing their father. Macbeth asks if Fleance will be going, too. As they leave, Macbeth watches them, then sends everyone away, including his wife.  He continues to watch Banquo leave and to himself he talks about his suspicions- Banquo is a good man and Macbeth can’t rule as he’d like if he is still alive. He then worries about the sisters’ predictions – that his own descendents will not be kings, but Banquo’s will.

“Both of you know Banquo was your enemy.” In the castle, Macbeth talks to two hired murders, trying to persuade them to kill Banquo by first saying that Banquo has wronged them and challenging their manhood by comparing them to dogs. After confirming that Banquo is their common enemy, Macbeth tells them that he would do the deed himself, but he doesn’t want to rouse suspicions of Banquo’s friends, so he has to have him killed secretly.  The two agree to do the job for him and he sends them off, but not before telling them that they must also kill Fleance, Banquo’s young son. 
“Better be with the dead…” Preparing for dinner, Lady Macbeth confesses that it is easier to be the person being killed than the killer.  It seems guilt is starting to weigh on her conscience. Macbeth enters, stating they have “scotched the snake” not killed it, meaning they have wounded their enemies, but now they have to finish the job. Macbeth, too, voices the idea that it would be better to be with the dead and be at peace than have to constantly worry about things. When Lady Macbeth asks what he means, he tells her to “be innocent of the knowledge” – and refuses to tell her that he has sent killers after Banquo and Fleance. Instead he suggests that “things bad begun make strong themselves by ill” – meaning once you do an evil thing, you will have to do more evil things to support it. 
“O, treachery!” Banquo and Fleance make their way home. The two murders are joined by a third who has been sent by Macbeth to make sure they get the job done. They attack Banquo who briefly fights them off, allowing Fleance time to escape. The murderers are upset at losing Fleance since he is the “best half of our affair” – as it is from him that the weird sisters said a new line of kings would come. As they leave, Banquo’s ghost rises from his body and a series of scenes is presented show how Macbeth keeps his new kingdom in order – through violence. 

Constructing meaningful commentary: Using your Sentence Starters, write thoughtful commentary about your Day 3 viewing:
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