Macbeth: Day 1 Viewing 
The Major Characters

King Duncan – The king of Scotland and cousin of Macbeth

Macbeth – a brutal, loyalist general who fights for Duncan and Scotland, he is the Thane (Lord) of Glamis
Banquo – another Scottish general and friend of Macbeth

The Weird Sisters – sometimes called “witches” – they represent the past, present, and future and offer predictions, visions, and advice

Malcolm – Duncan’s son and the Prince of Cumberland, next in line to the throne of Scotland
Lady Macbeth – Macbeth’s ambitious wife

Thane of Ross – another Scottish lord loyal to Duncan
Thane of Cawdor – a traitorous lord who allies himself with Vikings from Norway in order to overthrow King Duncan
Macdonwald – one of the Scottish rebels, Macbeth cuts him from gut to throat, decapitates him, mounts his head on a spike

The Scenes

“For brave Macbeth (well, he deserves that name)…”A soldier reports to King Duncan on the heroic fighting done by loyalist general Macbeth before he is killed by the weird sisters. The Thane of Ross arrives to reveal that Macbeth’s bravery, heroism, and brutality have won the battle over the traitor, Thane of Cawdor, who is captured, and the invading force, an army of Vikings from Norway. King Duncan decrees that the Thane of Cawdor is to be executed, then tells Ross to go reward Macbeth by making him the new Thane of Cawdor. 

“So foul and fair a day I have not seen.” While returning from battle, Macbeth and Banquo encounter the weird sisters, who predict that Macbeth will be become Thane of Cawdor and eventually King of Scotland. When Banquo asks for a prediction as well, he is told that his descendents will be kings, but he will not. After the sisters vanish, Macbeth receives word that, just as the sisters predicted, he has been made Thane of Cawdor. The news amazes Macbeth, but Banquo warns that sometimes evil will give us small truths in order to corrupt us. To himself, briefly fantasizes about becoming King, but dismisses it because the thought of murdering his cousin disturbs him. If it happens that he becomes King, he’d be thankful, but won’t do anything against King Duncan. 
“There’s no art to find the mind’s construction in the face.” The Thane of Cawdor is executed after confessing his sins against the King.  King Duncan is disturbed by the betrayal, saying he trusted the man and that he should have been wiser to trust a man’s face which can mask his true intentions. Duncan thanks Macbeth and promises to make him grow – in rank and wealth. He then makes his son, Malcom, the Prince of Cumberland, the heir to the throne. This irritates Macbeth as now there is another person between himself and the crown.
“Yet I do fear thy nature.” Lady Macbeth receives the news of Macbeth’s victory and the predictions made by the sisters. She very much wants him to become King, but fears Macbeth is too full of the milk of human kindness to take the crown. She resolves to persuade him to kill the king and take the crown. A messenger brings news that Duncan is to honor the Macbeths by a paying a visit to their castle. She calls on evil spirits to “unsex” her – take away her feminine weakness and promises to let them feed on her. Macbeth arrives and Lady Macbeth suggests that they should kill the King when he visits. She chastises him for letting his face be too easy to read and tells him he needs to mask his intentions better. Duncan arrives and is graciously greeted by Lady Macbeth. 

“I dare to all that may become a man, who dares do more is none.” Alone, Macbeth tries to convince himself that he shouldn’t kill Duncan, citing the fact that Duncan is family and that Duncan is his guest and that he has been a good and gentle king. He also worries that if he kills Duncan, he will set a precedent for killing kings. When Lady Macbeth enters, he tries to tell her that he won’t kill the king. She gets angry with him and challenges his manhood, to which Macbeth replies he has already done what it take to be a man and that anything else would be crossing a moral line. Lady Macbeth presses the issue, saying they won’t fail if they are courageous, then lays out the plan to kill the king as he sleeps: they will get the guards drunk, stab the king, and then blame the guards. Macbeth agrees, saying he will put on a false face to hide a false heart. 
Using your Sentence Starters, write thoughtful commentary about your Day I viewing:
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