Fences: Making Inferences from Key Lines               Name_________________________ Hour_________
Infer: to make a conclusion based on evidence
For each of the lines below, try to reach two or three conclusions about the character who says them.
	“You think that only white fellow got sense enough to drive a truck. That ain’t no paper job!”

                                                                                                                                             -Troy, pg 2

	What do you infer from the line? Try to reach three conclusions. 


	Why do you infer that? Explain your thinking. How did you reach those conclusions?



	“I just stay with my music cause that’s the only way I can find to live in the world. Otherwise there ain’t no telling what I might do.” – Lyons, page 18

	What do you infer from the line? Try and reach two conclusions.


	Why do you infer that? Explain your thinking. How did you reach those conclusions?



	“Jesus, be a fence all around me every day…” – Rose, page 21

	What do you infer from the line? Try and reach two conclusions.


	Why do you infer that? Explain your thinking. How did you reach those conclusions?



	“That’s the only way I got a roof over my head. . . cause of that metal plate!” – Troy, page 28

	What do you infer from the line? Try and reach two conclusions.


	Why do you infer that? Explain your thinking. How did you reach those conclusions?



Class Example:
	Gabe: Ain’t got my name in the book…I done died and went to heaven. He got your name though…Got it there under M. Got Rose’s name…I ain’t seen it like I seen yours…but I know it’s there. Pg.26

	1) This passage leads me to infer that Gabe is way more complex than he seems. He thinks he himself is dead – probably he means that was killed in the war
2) He also is judging Troy or he thinks that God has– That’s right!–  Troy and Rose will end up in separate places in the afterlife (Troy in hell, Rose in Heaven)

	Why do you infer that? Explain your thinking. How did you reach those conclusions?

1) I inferred this because he says he died and went to heaven – clearly he is alive, so he must be speaking as death metaphorically – in this case, I think he means he died because he lost the life he had before he injured in the war -Gabe thinks that his chance to live a real life was taken from him when his brain was spilt open by the shrapnel.
2) I inferred that Gabe, who seems so insane, knows that Troy’s might be headed down a wrong path. Notice that Troy’s name is in the St. Peter’s Book (where the people who die are judged) and that Rose’s is, too BUT not like Troy’s is – I think this may be because Gabe (or God) is judging Troy. Also: People who are mentally impaired were, at one time (they were said to be “touched”), viewed as having a special connection to God, so it fits that this is how August Wilson is using him in the play.


