Fences: Act 2: Reading Guide
        2.1

1) Reflect back on what we discussed about the functions of a fence.  How are these functions found in this scene?
2) Why does Bono look up to Troy? What is the risk of looking up to people (be it family, friends, athletes, musicians, actors, etc.)
3) How is Troy’s relationship with Alberta contrary to the other beliefs he has expressed in the play? In other words, how does it make him a hypocrite? 
4) Why does Rose want Gabe in a mental hospital? Why does Troy want him free? Who is right?
5) What has Rose done for Troy?
6) How does Troy justify cheating on Rose? 
7) Is Cory right to do what he does at the end of this scene? Explain.
	Quote or Paraphrasal/page #
	My Reaction

	
	


Act 2 Scene 2 (Six months later)
8) What does Rose accuse Troy of doing to his sons (Lyons and Cory)? Is she being fair with her 

    criticism?

8) How does death trick Troy? What does he say he’ll do in response?
Act 2 Scene 3
10) What exchange is made in this scene? If you were Rose, would you have made this exchange?  

      Do you think most modern women would do this? What does this deal say about her character?
Act 2 Scene 4 (two months later)

11) How have things changed between Troy and Bono? Do you feel like a Bono has judged Troy? Is this a fair thing to do to a friend?
12) Do you think Cory’s criticism of Troy is fair? Explain 
13) Who would you side with in the conflict between Troy and Cory?  Does Cory owe Troy more 

       loyalty than he’s giving him considering how much has Troy done for him? Explain.

 2.4 (8 years later)
14) Paraphrase Rose’s advice to Cory:
15) What does Rose say was her mistake? Explain what she means.
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 Final Questions After Act 2
16)  How do fences work symbolically in this play? Who builds them? What are they? What affect do they have?
17) What does this play say about the theme of dreams?

18) What does this play have to say about personal responsibility?

19) What does play have to say about family?

20) In what ways do the following cultural prejudices impact the play?

· Racism

· Sexism

· Classism

