Fences: Act 1: Reader/Response and Discussion Guide

Answer the following opening questions on a separate sheet of lined paper.

1) With a title like Fences, you know there has to be some metaphors involved, but let’s start with some realism: What do fences – the actual physical structures, do? What is their function? What are some good things about “fences” – the actual physical structures? What are some drawbacks?
	Functions
	Positives
	Drawbacks

	
	
	


2) Read the introduction by Lloyd Richards. What conflicts do you expect to see in the play and why? List at least three.
Instructions: Read each scene with your group or class, then discuss the following AND record your answers. 
Act 1, Scene 1
1) Describe the relationship between Bono and Troy:

2) Examine the passage describing Rose before she enters. What are the four possibilities for a black woman’s life in 1957?  How much have times changed?

3) What is the thing that Rose says people need to learn? Is this true of your community?

4) What does Troy’s attitude about where he buys things say about him?
5) What is Troy’s objection to Cory playing football? What is Rose’s response? Who is right?
6) Explain Troy’s attitude toward death:

7) What is Troy’s objection to the way Lyon’s lives? Is his objection justified?
For the following section, find a quote in today’s that is meaningful to you in some way – perhaps it is shocking, perhaps it is wise, etc.; then react to it in thoughtfully detailed response. 

	Quote or Paraphrasal/page #
	My Reaction

	
	

	
	


Act 1 Scene 2
8) What does Rose’s song at the beginning of this scene say about how she views fences?

9) Troy clearly feels angry toward white, but how does he feel about his own race? Explain.
10) How would you describe Troy’s feelings toward his brother?
Act I Scene 3
9) When Rose asks about the score of the baseball game, what is odd about Troy’s response?
11) After reading his exchanges with Cory, how do you feel about Troy as a father? Explain.
11) Describe Troy’s attitude toward his family:
For the following section, find a quote in today’s that is meaningful to you in some way – perhaps it is shocking, perhaps it is wise, etc.; then react to it in thoughtfully detailed response. 

	Quote or Paraphrasal/page #
	My Reaction

	
	


Act I Scene 4
12) How do the different fathers (Troy, Troy’s father, Bono’s father) impact their children? What does this say about fathers?

13)  Is Troy being reasonable in the things he says and does toward his boys? Or is he hypocritical? Is he realistic? Do you side more with Troy or his family? Explain.
For the following section, find a quote in today’s that is meaningful to you in some way – perhaps it is shocking, perhaps it is wise, etc.; then react to it in thoughtfully detailed response. 

	Quote or Paraphrasal/page #
	My Reaction

	
	


Written response at the end of Act 1:
Pick a single topic from the above questions (for example: family duty, role of fathers in lives of children, attitudes toward death, controlling parents, cheating husbands and boyfriends) and write a 500 word PERSONAL response to the topic. You must include details from your life.  Staple it to this packet and turn in.
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	Quote or Paraphrasal/page #
	My Reaction

	Rose’s possibilities: 

· hook up with an abusive guy and have his babies

· party and run the streets

· build a life serving the church

· live alone, sad, depressed and frustrated.
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	When I read this, I was a bit shocked. It seems a really racist and stereotypical description. All Rose can get is an abusive man? Are you telling me all black men are abusive? Really!?! Who wrote this? Donald Trump? That seems like a really limited number of ways to live life. I know blacks face a lot of challenges, after all this is before the civil rights movement really got going, but damn! It seems like a really racist description.


