Documentary Analysis Procedure

1) Select one member of your group to be responsible for picking up AND RETURNING the video to the instructor at the end of each viewing day. The films may not go home as other groups in other classes may be viewing the film.

2) Watch the entire film the whole way through WITHOUT stopping or rewinding. Get a sense of the film and the point it is trying to make.

3) Watch the film a second time through, this time using your documentary log to record notes about appeals, devices, and what the audience should be thinking or feeling.  In the past, the most successful groups have stopped to discuss 30-50 events in the film. They may not have taken notes for each (though some have), but they at least stopped to discuss

4) ON YOUR OWN: Research some of the ideas, facts, and claims the film presents. There will be one day of class time set aside to research. It is EXPECTED that you do some research of your own in order to judge how accurate the film is. You may even want to research for articles that directly attack your film (as the “Myths of Charter Schools” article attacked Waiting for Superman.)
5) With your group, discuss your notes and review how the “Key Elements” could be applied to your film. Share the research you have done about your topic and your film.
6) Pick up the sample paper and examine how the essay is put together.
7) Write your own essay that evaluates how well the director of your documentary uses the “Key Elements” and appeals to make his argument. 
