Discussion Questions for Tim O’Brien’s “Telling Tails”

1) What is verisimilitude?
2) What spurs O’Brien’s realization in the opening anecdote? What does this imply about imagination?

3) What must a writer do if depicting ordinary humans and ordinary settings?
4) What do you think is the difference between realism and magical realism?
Arguing 
5) In your own words, what should stories not do?
6) In your own words, what should stories do?
7) What do think O’Brien believes readers need in order to connect to a story and why? What do you believe they need?
8) What is meant by thematic weight?
9) Explain the relationship between detail and story:
10) For what are “tails” a metaphor? 

