Discussion Circles for “Waiting for Superman”
Purpose: 

· To identify how the director used ethos, pathos, and logos to deliver his message

· To identify how the director used the directorial devices (which appeal did they serve?)

· To identify any flaws in the film (logical fallacies, propaganda techniques, forms of bias)

· To identify the point of the film and evaluate how well the film made its point

· To take notes and prepare the upcoming writing assignment

Materials:

· “Documentary and Bias Unit: Key Elements” hand out

· Your completed documentary log (2 examples from the instructor, 6 examples of your own)

· “The Myth of Charter Schools” by Diane Ravitch

· The completed questions about “The Myth of Charter Schools”

· Any material you found while researching the subject on your own

Procedure: 

1. Get into small groups of four or five students

2. Identify what argument the film was trying to make

3. Using your Key Elements sheet as a checklist, take notes on the following:

a. Identify what directorial devices were used AND what appeal they aided 
i. Example: Guggenhiem used hard data when presented statistics about drop out factories. This aided logos because it proved to the audience that inner city public schools are in trouble.)

b. Identify what flaws existed in the film

i. (Example: Guggenheim was guilty of bias by omission and card stacking when he failed to present at least one positive example of a public school that works) *“The Myth of Charter Schools” article by Ravitch may help you with this!

        4.  As a group, discuss how well the film made its point. Do this by weighing the good points against    

             the flaws. Are there enough flaws that director’s argument falls apart? Why or why not? In the    

             space below, write your personal opinion, staple to the notes you took today and turn in. This 

             will be the basis for tomorrow’s paper.
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