Creative Writing Course Outline
Welcome to Creative Writing!

Let’s start by answering a few questions about the class:

What is Creative Writing? To put it in the fewest possible words: Creative Writing is the act of an author creating an original work. We will be studying several types of work in this class. Each type of work is known as a genre and there are four that we will use: 

· Fiction- short stories, novels, fairy tales, horror, suspense, romance, mystery, historical, etc.

· Nonfiction- autobiography, biography, articles, essays, letters, etc.

· Drama- plays (one act or full length), skits, screen plays, etc.

· Poetry- narrative, free verse, lyric, etc.

What do I have to do? Lots! Make sure you’re up to it! Students will:

· Keep portfolios of their work – rough drafts, final drafts, class work, etc.
· Complete the springboard activities – usually, at the start of each day, a small five-minute activity must be completed that will launch is into the days writing.  This leads to the next requirement:
· BE ON TIME! Very few things are more rude or irritating than people who are late
· Submit a page of typed material for the class workshop every week  (This may vary depending on the number of people in the class)
· Participate positively and constructively in the Friday workshops 
· Complete daily assignments to the best of your ability and, of course, on time– a variety of assignments will be given to give students a taste of each genre. Participating and using class time well are critical to creating the best possible work.
· Submit a piece of work that has been work shopped to a literary journal, magazine, or online poetry website. 
· Your final will be a 60-page chapbook of your work, professionally assembled.

How will I be graded? 

    To Calculate Your Academic Grade:

· Prompts and Community (Classwork)

          20%
· Polished Prompts and Submissions(Tests)                         30%



· Work shopping (lab)




          30%

· Community (Participation)



          20%

    To Calculate Your Semester Grade:


Academic Grade

80%


Final Portfolio

            20%

It is important to remember that our class is a writing community and we will share our ideas with others for their ideas and feedback. Things do not always go smoothly. Sometimes we do not agree with the way another writer or teacher thinks.  Our job is to work through the difficulties in a positive and constructive way, because there are great rewards possible in being and becoming a writer. You will learn about yourself and others and hopefully, in the process, you will create work of which you are proud!

Our Core Focus Areas: 5 Power Tools of Creative Writing
1. Sensory Imagery (details that are tied to the senses) 

2. Figurative Languauge (simile, metaphor, allusion, personification)

3. Structrure (Parallel, Verse Forms: sonnet, Haiku, ballad, repetition, dialogue, drama, script, etc.)

4. Detail (information that is not sensor: spatial and temporal setting, point of view, theme, plot, character)

5. Music (assonance/consonance/alliteration)

Ten Essentials for Creative Writing

1. A writing utensil: pen or pencil would be best, charcoal and chisel work, too but they are usually pretty messy

2. Something on which to write: paper is best, but you’ll need stone for a chisel

3. An active imagination – crucial: an inactive mind is a boring mind

4. Dedication and/or perseverance. Find the “warrior” in you. Failure and frustration are main ingredients in writing. You must endure equal doses of both to eventually be successful.

5. A positive attitude. You must believe that everything you write is important and worthy, if only because it comes from you

6. A sense of humor. Take a serious approach to your work, but don’t take yourself too seriously. Stress can destroy even the best of minds.

7. Be a risk taker. The willingness to take chances is the only way you will get anywhere in writing (or life for that matter). Just be sure you take the right chances.
8. Be concerned with the journey. The work itself is the heart of the matter. Don’t be too concerned about just getting things done. 
9. A love of beautiful things, including the written word. A writer without passion for literature is like a painter without paint. 
10. An “eyes open” approach to the world. Learn to notice the details that make life interesting and wondrous. 
Opening Activity: 

Complete the following simile metaphor and be prepared to explain it to the class:

Writing is like…
A few examples…
Writing is like creating a melodious melody that you get to play and conduct. – Mrs. Harvey
Writing is like walking down a dark, eerie tunnel only to find beauty at the end. – Mrs. Coats Writing is like falling out of the tallest tree and landing on the moon. – Mr. Lapham
Writing is like the struggle to successfully skip a pebble on the water's surface. – Mrs. Helmboldt
Writing is like pouring into a glass that will not fill. – Mr. Fletcher

Writing is like splitting your lip and refusing to get stitches. – Mr. Kay

Absences do affect your ability to pass the class.  After 10 unexcused absences (per semester), make up work will not be allowed or make up instruction provided. This is not a correspondence class. Be present for the instruction.











