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An “A” Paper:

· Addresses a single focal point 







 _____/ 5

· Demonstrates a developing understanding of the literature



 _____/15
· Grapples with the “big ideas:” What are they? What is their purpose?

· Attempts to address the “whys” and “so whats” of the writing

· Asks questions and attempts to answer in one or more way

· Avoids excessive retelling and class discussion
· Makes and develops connections of personal interest for one of the following:           _____/10

· between the past texts and current you have enjoyed
· beyond the text (films, world events, history, pop-culture, etc.)



· Uses meaningful examples (both paraphrased and quoted) from the text


_____/5

(with page numbers for referencing) to support synthesis/analysis (min. 3)




· Is easy to follow (clarity of organization and mechanics begets clarity of thought)
_____/ 5

· Is two pages of double spaced typed (minimum) in Times New Roman Font 12 
_____/5

· Uses the present tense when discussing the events or particulars of the literature 
_____/5

Total: _____/50

Main Elements that Make Meaning
· Plot Structure

· Point of View

· Figurative Language (symbol, motif, etc)
· Character

· Setting

· Themes
Ideas to Consider
· What strikes me as “true” or what seems contrary to my own personal experiences?

· What is the author trying to say to his or her ideal audience?

· What is the author saying to audiences of today? What ideas transcend time?

· How does the author help me understand the characters, setting, main ideas, message?
· How could these readings affect my real world perspectives?

· As a writer, what could I learn about the craft from this author?

· Where and how do the elements of fiction/ poetry work in this text? How do they work together? What meaning is created?

· What conflicts/tensions (binary pairings) produces meaning in this text? Examples: Fate vs. free will, parents vs. children, structure vs. content, rich vs. poor, city vs. country, etc.
· How does the text speak to me as an individual? As a member of a local/national/global community?







