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As I Lay Dying Reading Rehdarsal

As I Lay Dying, by liiam Faulkner, 1s one of thogé books that affirms the outlooks of c_yni_cs‘
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ulterior motive. Anyone who doesn't is
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‘\[ everywhere, because in the almost everyong has
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scr ewcd And it is in that spu'tt that Faulkner satirically er 1ticueslAmencan culture. “\ J ‘*

S=mt B R

[

To start with, Dcwey Dc]! is pregnant and wants an abortion. When hcr mother dies, t,he sees
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the trip to Jefferson as an opportunity to take care of her problem. While her brothers go to buy cement
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1o fix Cash's leg, she goes to the drugstom in the hope of having an abortion. That fails, but at the abeot his

dmgstore inJ efﬁer‘s'ﬁhe men are moi¢ agreeable. So she takes Vardaman with her back to the store a‘g’w
Har ulterier motive. 0054- i

[ o '_ ~Onthe other hand, there's Vardaman, who is t00 young to completaly grasp what's happened. In  {canf?

thal night, has sex with the clerk, and realizes it won't work.

one chapter he simply says, “My mother is a fish” (49). While preparing to go into town, Vardaman 1§

"*?AnJ Has mdtm"'es‘ 7Aml_y& ‘*‘W—?ﬂ a bif
excited 1o see a 10y train. “Dewey Deil says it wont be soid because it belongs to Santa Claus and he  moere—
taken it back thh him until next Chnstmas Then it will be behind the glass again, shining with

waxtmg” (38) Hjs mother is dead and Vardaman wants%/see atoy tram Admlm,dly, he's still very

young and can hardly be -blamed -But he.,ls going to Jeﬂ‘erson-w s¢e a toy train, not to hur‘y his mother.

Even Addu, the dead woman, has an u}tcnor motwe for gomg to Iaﬁ'erson_ She says, “But then

gl reahsed that 1 had been tncked by words olderthan Anse or love, and that the same word had tricked
Anse too, and. that my revenge would be that he would never know 1 was taking revenge” (100). And

so she asks Anse to l:\.uryr her in Jefferson with her ancestors. She wants Anse to suffer. At first it would
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seem that Anse is too dense to consider that Addie planned it this way (but who would consider that
3:9 you 7 Even afier he took Dsu:,y& monc:y'?
anyways‘?) For that reason, the reader feels bad for Anse, suffering as he and his family do. And every

time something goes wrong Anse says that he doesn't “begrudge her it.” He doesn't hold any of the
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hardship against Addie, even though she wanted him to suffer. In the end, “Pa was coming along with

that kind of daresome hangdog look all at once like when he has been up to something he know ma aint

going to like, carrying a gnp in hand...”’(149), and Jewel 1s the first to realize that Anse has the teeth

5o is her vlterior nobive Successfil7 ‘
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he'd wanted for more than fifleen vears. But he has more than just teeth; he returns o his children
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with a new wife, “...a kind of duck-shaped woman all dressed up, with them kind of hardlooking pop

eyes like she was daring ere a man to say nothing” (149). She even has a graphophone to play music,

which the Bundren family has never dreamed of having. But that doesn't negaté the fact that Anse went

to town to buy teeth and remarry, not solely to bury his wife.

Only three people seem to have gone to Jefferson for the sole reason of burying Addie Bundren,
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and none of them come out of this story with bright futures. When the cart fulls into the river, Cash's

leg breaks. Since the cart 18 mostly full with the coffin, the only place for him to really rest ts on top of

the coffin, so that's where he spends most of the trip — on top of his dead mother's coffin, under the
[ which... yeah...™
circling birds. In‘order to ease his ﬁuff'ermg, his family pours cement over his leg. Peabody, the doctor,

recognizes the extent of the injury, even if Cash refusés to admlt it “And dont tell me it aint going to

: bother you to lose bxxty-odd square mches of skin to get thﬂt congre COff: And don't tell me it aint

again. He does rescue her eoﬁ'm from the | mrefr and the burning barn. Jewel is a difficult character to
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L Lgomng o bother you to have to limp around on one short leg for the balance of your life — if you walk at

all again” (138). {Cash had no ulterior mohve for going to town. He Just wanted to bury his dead nice.

obmﬁm

g 30

Next up is Jewel. Jewel doesn‘t talk much. Aﬁer Addle dles, he never has his own chapter Y_:-;\ '”'"-"
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mmher And ow, he may never wa[k aga,m. So there's one -gao_d person ScreWe(U ‘}A’
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grasp, but he goes to Jefferson with the sole intention of burying his mother, He even sacrifices his

favorite horse, the one he bought with his own money. just so the family can replace their dead mules.
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And in the burning barn he plays a bit of a hero, rescuing an animal or two. But when Darl is arrested,

he fights back and “.,.him and Jewel and the fellow, and the other one holding Dewey Dell and

Vardaman yelling and Jewel saying, “Kill him. Kill the son of a bitch™”(137). Although Jewel has no

Gakh j"ul‘mnm motives, his dislike for Darl makes him less than likeable. Of course, Darl took him away to
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make $3.00 while their mothcr died. Jewel is a decent person, because he doesn't want everyone to

suffer (just Darl), which is more than can be said for Addie. But in the end, Jewel is just a part of the
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background, in the poor, unfortunate house of Anse Bundren, who isn't even his real fathur. And s0 a

second decent person is screwed. (aa) Qqna‘ns wihat 7

And finally, there's Darl, the object of Jewel's anger. Darl is smart. Dewey Dell says that Darl

can speak without talking® Vardaman looks up to Darl and is unsure how to handle it when Darl 15
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taken to fackson. “[Darl} heed to get on the train to go to Jackson. 1 have not beesn on the train, but & Iné-:z,:‘

Darl has been on the train. Darl. Darl is my brother: Darl. Darl” (145). Even Cash thinks, “..what TVete

o : ey 'Supfur{j
a shame Dart couldn’t enjoy it (the graphophone) too. But is better so for him. This world is not his | deang

& bast
J— world; this hﬁ, hisg hfe” (149). Darlis in an insane asylum for trying to end his family's suffering, The Vardan

'M‘Nl“ fire would have destroyed the coffin and the body, so their family could have gone home and given up.,
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Close. But Darl, the smart one, failed and ended up in an asylum, and his decent older brother thinks its best
ta Unr)m"‘h\dt
Dar| for lrum So Darl's screwed too, and the story is complete.
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Chogter. Is:the world really‘that teinible. that il the' gecent and good pwpic are just screwed? in 7he
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Great Gmsby, Fitzgerald seems to say the'sams thing. Jay (':atsby works hard doing illegal things in
il i

ordﬁr to win a girl who rejected him for his lank of money He changes h:mself entirely just so that
she’ll like him. And finally the two have a brief aﬁ'zur but Gaisby wants her 1o leave her hu sband for

him. But Daisy Buchanan isn't prepared to do that. She needs the security of’ he: husband’ s old money, ton@
—~imp les DA\ 7
to be assured that she will be nr:.h tomorrow and everyday to come. And so she rejects Gmby, kills her N0 1L
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husband's mistress with Gatsby's car, and then allows her husband to lay the blame on Gatsby when his

mzstraas 's hushand comes looking for the car. And Gatsby dies, The one person who worked harder
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than everyone else to achieve his goal dies, just like Darl, who only wanted fo end his family's Icna-H,, s

suffering, So, Fitzgerald agrees with Faulkner, that society really does screw the good people, /-— i Va?
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I'd rather be a little more optimistic than that. There are good people who do decent things. Not Y“I;Ym“k

every tamily is as messed up as the Bundren family. And it helps to remember that As 7 Lay Dying is "I'Erabre
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considered satirical. In that case, that Bundren family's flaws are most likely being exaggerated to addfess
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more clearly show just how unfortunate American society is. At least, that's what I'm going 1o believe. Much
Could Gatshy olso be considered A Satire 7 A sative of [ ‘#mu\
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