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	Overall Impression and Approach to the Prompt

CCCS-W:

1A, 1B, 1E, 4


	· I insightfully address all aspects of the prompt

· I skillfully introduce a clear and sophisticated (artful and knowledgeable)claim in my thesis statement

· My voice is unique – my tone, perspective, and personality are evident
	· I address all aspects of the prompt

· I introduce a clear and knowledgeable claim in my thesis statement

· My voice is unique but may overwhelm the content or be inconsistent
	· I superficially address all the aspects of the prompt

· I introduce a fairly clear and reasonable claim in my thesis statement

· My voice is present, but not unique
	· I address only partial aspects of the prompt

· My claim/thesis isn’t clear and may be superficial or flawed

· My  voice is present, but flat or informative at best
	· I address minimal aspects of the prompt or fail to address the prompt

· I fail to introduce a meaningful claim/thesis

· My voice is absent  - anyone could’ve written this essay

	Organization/ Structure

CCSS-W:

1A

1B

1F

4
	· I skillfully develop my claim with relevant body paragraphs

· My transitions skillfully guide the reader through my writing 

· I skillfully and logically organize my ideas and from beginning to end


	· I carefully develop my claim with relevant body paragraphs

· My transitions guide the reader through my writing

· My ideas are organized and  flow logically from beginning to end
	· I adequately develop claim with body paragraphs

· I use transitions, but not consistently or they are obvious (first, second…etc.)
· My organization is adequate, I don’t stray from my purpose


	· My claims are inadequately developed with body paragraphs

· I have very limited use of transitions

· My organization is uneven, I sometimes stray from my purpose and topic
	· My body paragraphs are irrelevant and  don’t develop my claims

· I use few or no transitions to help guide the reader

· My ideas aren’t organized 

	Evidence/

Support
CCSS-W:

1B

1C

2B

9
	· I provide substantial, relevant, and compelling evidence to support my claim
· I seamlessly and effectively include and cite credible sources and/or evidence from the text


	· I provide sufficient and relevant evidence to support my claim
· I competently include and cite credible sources and/or text evidence


	· I provide limited and/or superficial evidence to support my claim
· I ineffectively include and cite adequate sources and/or text evidence


	· I provide minimal and/or irrelevant evidence to support my claim
· I incorrectly include or cite sources and/or text evidence that may not be credible
	· I provide inaccurate, little, or no evidence to support my claim
· I forgot to use or cite sources and/or evidence from the text



	Analysis

CCSS-W:

1B

9


	· I show an insightful understanding of the topic/text

· I use persuasive and valid reasoning to connect evidence with my claim
	· I show a competent understanding of the topic/text

· I use valid reasoning to connect evidence with my claim
	· My understanding of the text seems simplistic; I don’t acknowledge the complexities of the topic

· I use some valid reasoning to connect evidence with my claim

	· My understanding of the topic/ text seems to be limited

· The reasoning I use to connect evidence to my claim is limited, simplistic, and/or flawed
	· I show no understanding of the topic/text

· My reasoning is missing or doesn’t connect with my claim

	Language, Word Choice, and Sentence Structure

CCSS-L:

1

2

3

	· I use purposeful and varied sentence structure

· My writing contains minimal to no errors in conventions (grammar, punctuation, spelling, capitalization, literary present, misuse of “I”)

· I strategically use vocabulary that is specific to my audience, topic, and purpose


	· I use correct and varied sentence structure

· My writing contains few, minor errors in conventions

· I competently use vocabulary that is specific to my audience, topic, and purpose
	· I use mostly correct and varied sentence structure

· My writing contains some errors in conventions
· I adequately use vocabulary that is specific to my audience, topic, and purpose, but it may be generic or cliché

	· I rarely use correct and varied sentence structure

· My writing contains many errors in conventions which are distracting or confusing

· My use of vocabulary that is specific to my audience, topic, and purpose is limited and/or inadequate
	· I do not use correct and varied sentence structure

· My writing contains many errors in conventions which makes my paper difficult to read

· My use of vocabulary is not specific to my audience, topic, and purpose 
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