The Great Gatsby: AP Reading and Discussion Questions

Summer Assignment: When you return to school next fall, you should be able to intelligently discuss all the questions below; HOWEVER, I want you to WRITE answers for those in boldface as well as complete the critical questions and the bridge essay found at the end of this packet. 
I will expect you to turn in:

· Answers to boldfaced questions

· Answers to critical questions

· Bridge Essay

Chapter 1
1. Paraphrase Nick’s father’s advice.
2. Explain what was gorgeous about Gatsby:

3. Briefly Describe Nick Carraway:

4. Contrast East and West Egg and discuss how those differences effect characterization:
5. Examine Fitzgerald’s diction, figurative language, and imagery in characterizing The Buchanans and Jordan Baker.  Briefly describe their characters:

6. Explain how each of the following details develop Tom’s character:

a. The black and blue knuckle:

b. The Goddard book:

c. The phone during dinner:

7. What is Daisy’s view of her daughter? Explain why you think she feels that way.
8. Explain the irony in Daisy’s statement: “I think the home influence will be very good for her.” 
9. Describe Nick’s narrative voice (tone, attitude, etc.)

10. Do you think Nick will be a reliable narrator? Explain

Chapter 2

1. Describe the Valley of Ashes and the relationship it implies between the rich and poor:
2. Compare and contrast the Wilsons:
3. Explain Tom’s motivation for bringing Nick to meet Myrtle:

4. Briefly describe: Catherine, Mr. McKee, Mrs. McKee

5. What rumor is circulated about Gatsby?

6. Why is George a disappointment to Myrtle?
7. Paraphrase Myrtle’s reasoning for having an affair with Tom? Why can’t Myrtle and Tom be together?

8. What action does Myrtle take that echoes Daisy? What is Tom’s response?
9. How do George and Myrtle’s clothes represent them?

10. What does Fitzgerald’s use of a few ellipses (. . .) at the end of chapter show the reader?

Chapter 3

1. Briefly describe one of Gatsby’s parties:
2. Explain the irony of Gatsby’s parties:

3. How do each of the following details work to create Gatsby’s character:
a. the incident with the girl’s dresses

b. the rumors about him

c. the irony of his library
4. What does the car accident suggest about Gatsby’s guests?

5. How does Nick feel about living in New York?

6. What is Nick’s view of women and how does it connect to his cardinal virtue and his interaction with Jordan Baker?
7. Interpret the simile: “In his blue gardens men and girls came and went like moths among the whisperings and the champagne and the stars.”

8. Interpret the simile: “…her remark was addressed to the premature moon, produced like the supper, no doubt, out of the caterer’s basket.”

9. How is Nicks’ cardinal virtue important to the novel?
Chapter 4
1. What rumors are now circulating about Gatsby?
2. Explain why Gatsby shows Nick the medals and picture.  If you were Nick, would you believe Gatsby? Explain
3. Between Meyer Wolfshiem, and the rumors, and the incident with the police what might you suspect about Gatsby?

4. What is the significance of Jordan’s story?
5. Why do you think Gatsby wants Daisy to see his house:

6. Explain why Gatsby needs Nick and what he offers him

7. Nick says, “There are only the pursued, the pursuing, the busy and the tired.” What does this mean? Which category does each these characters fall into: Nick, Tom, Daisy. Jordan, Gatsby, Myrtle, George 

8. Explain how Gatsby’s car works as a symbol of him:
9. How does the limousine of “modish Negroes” functions to Nick as a symbol of Jay Gatsby?
Chapter  5
1. What are the implications of Gatsby’s offer to Nick? 

2. Explain Gatsby’s actions immediately prior to Daisy’s arrival. 
3. Explain how Gatsby and Daisy each seem to be feeling: 

4. What does Gatsby use to impress Daisy? Does it work? Why is she crying? 
5. In Gatsby’s mind what gives his possessions value? (96-97/86)

6. What is the significance of the green light? The clippings? (98-99/86-87)

7. Can Daisy measure up to Gatsby’s expectations? Explain.

8. Symbol interpretation: Explain how Gatsby’s clothes symbolize him:

9. What might the following phrase indicate:  “…and part of a laugh followed by Daisy’s voice on a clear artificial note.”

10. Based on the information from Chapter 1 and this chapter, what might the green light symbolize to Jay Gatsby
Chapter 6
1. Why include the history of Jay Gatsby at this point? What does it accomplish?

2. Explain James Gatz’s attitude toward:

a.  his parents: 

b. women:
3. What did Dan Cody value in Jay Gatsby and how did their arrangement end? 
4. What do Tom and Sloane’s actions toward Gatsby symbolize?
5. Why did Daisy and Tom dislike Gatsby’s party?
6. How does Gatsby measure the success of his party?
7. In order for his dream to come true, what must happen?
8. When Nick tells Gatsby that “you can’t repeat the past,” Gatsby replies “Why of course you can!” What does this say about Gatsby? 
9. Explain the irony in Tom’s statement: “By God, I may be old fashioned in my ideas but women run around too much these days to suit me.”

Chapter 7
1. Describe how things have changed at Gatsby’s and explain what has motivated the changes:
2. Explain Gatsby's reaction to Daisy's child:
3. To what has Wilson become wise? What is his reaction? What does this suggest about him?
4. Explain the most important difference between Tom and George according to Nick. 

5. Who wins the argument between Tom and Gatsby? Explain.
6. What is Daisy unable to do? Why do you think this is?
7. Given Tom’s reaction to the accident, do you think he loves Myrtle?
8. Explain why Myrtle runs out toward Gatsby and Daisy:

9. Explain Gatsby’s reaction to the accident:

10. How is Gatsby’s description of Daisy voice symbolic and fitting?

11. Why might Fitzgerald stress the heat and the weather so often in this chapter?

12. What is the irony of Tom's defending family life and family institutions? 

13. Explain the irony in Tom’s statement: “Wreck. That’s good. Wilson will have some business at last.” 

Chapter 8
1. What initially attracts Gatsby to Daisy?

2. Why do you think Gatsby is surprised to find out that he loved Daisy?

3. What is Daisy always in need of? What does this say about her? (159 /132)

4. Explain the irony of Gatsby’s statement about Daisy’s love for Tom: “In any case, it was just personal.” What does this show about Gatsby? Is Gatsby right about Daisy?
5. Nick makes the statement: “You’re worth the whole damn bunch put together.” Is this contrary to his father’s advice? Has he followed his father’s advice throughout this book? 
6. Explain Nick’s disgust with Daisy, Tom, and Jordan.

7. Where does Wilson go first? What do you think he learns? What actions does he take?
8. What would you say about Wilson’s mental state? Is he crazy? 

9. Are the consequences doled out in this chapter just? Explain. 

10. According to Nick, what was Gatsby’s flaw? Does this make him a tragic hero?
11. How are Gatsby and George alike?

12. Go back and examine the description of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg’s billboard in chapter one and explain how it has developed as a symbol:

13. What images and diction does Fitzgerald use to construct a melancholic mood at the start of this chapter? 
Chapter 9
1. In the end, Wilson is reduced to a “mad man” by the newspapers. Is this fair? Explain.
2. Explain Tom and Daisy’s behavior
3. Explain the irony of Gatsby’s funeral:
4. How is Jay Gatz’s childhood schedule consistent with the adult Gatsby’s behavior? What might it symbolize? 
5. Why does Nick talk about the West vs. the East? What distinction does he draw? What symbolism could be attached to each?
6. Why does Nick leave the East and how does he end his relationship with Jordan?
7. Nick’s last encounter with Tom: What happens and why? 
8. What moral judgment does Nick make about Tom and Daisy? Is it right? Is Nick right to do so? ( 188/153)
9. What does it mean to “believe in the green light?”

10. The closing description of the island and the last line of the book are some of the most haunting descriptions in all literature. What do you think they mean/imply? 
Critical Questions:
For Questions 1- 6, write 300-500 word explanations complete with examples.
1) Review the definitions of the following heroes: The Byronic, the Arthurian, the Tragic. Then decide which best fits the character of Jay Gatsby and explain your decision as well as why you rejected the others.
The Byronic Hero (sometimes termed Romantic or Gothic)
A Byronic hero exhibits several characteristic traits, and in many ways he can be considered arebel. The Byronic hero does not possess "heroic virtue" in the usual sense; instead, he hasmany dark qualities. With regard to his intellectual capacity, self-respect, and hypersensitivity,the Byronic hero is "larger than life," and "with the loss of his titanic passions, his pride, and his certainty of self-identity, he loses also his status as [a traditional] hero" (Thorslev 187).

He is usually isolated from society as a wanderer or is in exile of some kind. It does not matter whether this social separation is imposed upon him by some external force or is self-imposed.

Often the Byronic hero is moody by nature or passionate about a particular issue. He also has emotional and intellectual capacities, which are superior to the average man. These heightened abilities force the Byronic hero to be arrogant, confident, abnormally sensitive, and extremely conscious of himself. Sometimes, this is to the point of nihilism resulting in his rebellion against life itself (Thorslev 197). 
In one form or another, he rejects the values and moral codes of society and because of this he is often unrepentant by society's standards. Often the Byronic hero is characterized by a guilty memory of some unnamed sexual crime. Due to these characteristics, the Byronic hero is often a figure of repulsion, as well as fascination.

Source: www.umd.umich.edu/casl/hum/eng/classes/434/charweb/CHARACTE.htm
The Tragic Hero

According to the ancient philosopher Aristotle, the archetypal tragic hero:

· Is the central character of the play

· Is a noble and basically good person

· Is brought down by fate (or a character flaw)

· Has a downfall that is always worse than character deserves

· Will recognize the flaw and/or learn an important lesson before dying 
The Arthurian Hero:

Arthurian Heroes tend be chivalrous and honorable and faithful, but central to their character is the quest for a Holy Grail.  In the legend of King Arthur, The quest for the Holy Grail is Arthur’s attempt to get his knights to use their aggression productively. Once the knights have no more good deeds or chivalric acts to perform, they do not know what to do with their power. Arthur wants the restless knights to fight for a noble cause and therefore assigns them to fight for God. The quest is successful in that it occupies the knights for some time and even achieves its goal when the pious Sir Galahad finds the Holy Grail. The quest for the Holy Grail, however, has disastrous effects on Arthur’s court. Half of the knights are killed during the quest, and those who succeed on the quest disappear because they have reached perfection. The few knights who return unharmed do not seem to have learned anything from their adventure and are upset over the loss of their comrades. After the quest, the surviving knights are still just as bloodthirsty as they were when they started the quest, and they are certainly no holier or closer to God.
2) Read/Highlight/Annotate “Half Feminine” by Frances Kerr. What is Kerr trying to prove?  Is he successful? Explain. 
3) Read the Chapter “Is that a Symbol” and apply it to Gatsby.

4) Discuss how the motif of eyes/eyesight adds to the meaning of the book.
5) Discuss how Fitzgerald’s use of a color motif develops the characters of Gatsby:

6) Discuss how the motifs of seasons and weather develop the books meaning:
Complete a Bridge Essay over The Great Gatsby






























