A Nation at Risk: Guided Reading
Purpose: to analyze, discuss, and realize the scope of the problem facing the American education system

Mediocrity– poorness, weakness, a middling quality, ordinariness, being average at best 
Aggregate – combined, collective, total
Alleviate – lessen, lighten, ease
Quintile -  one section of five equally proportioned sections
1) What were the findings of The Coleman Report (page 3) in 1966? What do you think of them?

2) Examine the two quotations from the report, A Nation at Risk, on page three.  Do you find these hyperbolic (Exaggerated) or accurate? Explain.
3) How do the top 5% of U.S. students fare against the top 5% of other countries? What is the importance of your findings?
4) Why does it make economic sense to invest in schools?
5) What is important about the 60% of jobs most Americans hold? 

6) Explain how the statistics about pay are important on a personal level AND a national level:
7) Why do you think teachers’ unions contribute so much to Democratic politicians?
8) Why is the disproportionate number of teachers who lose their certificate odd?
9) What is an effective teacher and what kind of impact do they have?

10) Which of the statistics presented is the most shocking to you? Why?

11) What is the problem with statistics in general?

