42: Discussion Questions
1. Why do you think Branch Rickey doesn’t admit his real reasons for bringing Jackie Robinson onto the team until later in the season? Why does Branch initially tell everyone it’s all about bringing in more money from black fans and winning more ball games?  Do you think he believes this is his reason for breaking the color barrier in the major leagues? 
2. Branch tells Jackie he’s looking for a player with the courage not to fight back if he is persecuted, insulted, abused, and hated by players, officials, and fans.  How can having a “thick skin” be an advantage in life?  How might things have turned out differently if Jackie had given in and lost his temper on the field?
3.  Victory is often about adapting to change.  How do the various players of the Brooklyn Dodgers and other members of the league adapt differently to addition of Jackie to the team?  What happens to those who don’t adapt? 
4. 42 is a story of personal courage, of people with the guts to stand up against a situation that is both wrong and accepted by the masses.  Do situations like this exist today?  Do we all face these situations, even if on a smaller stage, in our own lives?  Have you ever experienced one?  What did you do?  Was there something you’d do differently, if, like Branch Rickey, you had the chance to go back and right an old wrong?
5. Both Jackie and Branch are gifted people — Jackie with talent, and Branch with money and influence.  They choose to employ those gifts to change the world, even when they could have followed an easier path.  What gifts do you have that could be used to change your school, your community, or the world?
6. Actions speak slowly, but loudly.  What do your actions say?  Have you ever been disappointed with your own actions in a difficult situation?
7. Jackie’s first season begins to inspire change in young people who watch him play.  How can we inspire the people around us?
8. Are Jackie’s teammates, who at first do nothing when Jackie is ridiculed on the field, as guilty as the people who yell racial slurs?  When we pretend not to see bad behavior or injustice are we, in effect, saying it’s okay?  Do people assume that doing nothing means “I agree?”
9. Was it hard for you to watch the scene in which the Phillies manager, Ben Chapman, yells racial slurs at Jackie Robinson on the field?  How did you feel when Jackie’s teammate came out of the dugout to stand up against the Phillies manager’s racism?  How can being “Under fire” sometimes propel us to heroism we didn’t know we were capable of? 
10. Do you think Jackie would have made it through the season if he hadn’t had the support of his wife, Branch Rickey, and eventually teammates like Pee Wee Reese?  How can finding the right people to support us increase our ability to stand up for what we believe in? 
11.  After showing support for Jackie on the field, Pee Wee Reese receives a threatening letter, but when he takes the letter to Branch Rickey’s office, he soon learns that Jackie has received hundreds of mail threats.  Can we ever really understand what another person may be enduring without walking in those shoes?  How did you feel when Reese stood beside Jackie on the field as a demonstration of support? Why did he choose to do this?  (incidentally, in an interview, Reese once said this:  “Something in my gut reacted at the moment. Something about what? The unfairness of it? The injustice of it? I don’t know.”) 
12. 12.  What’s the biggest lesson you took away from the movie?  Which individual did you find the most heroic?  Which individual did you most closely identify with?
Review of “42”: Jackie Robinson’s Story Hits Home
By Pendarvis Harshaw
You know the story of Jackie Robinson--the first African American Major League ballplayer? He did it for the money. Branch Rickey—you know, the person responsible for bringing Jackie Robinson across the color line and into Major League baseball? He did it for the money.

Well, that’s what Brian Helgeland’s “42” will have you believe.

And it’s not too far fetched.

After all, you know Abraham Lincoln, the guy who is commonly cited for the abolishment of slavery, he might’ve done it out of the good of his heart … or for the economic sanctity of this country. Depends on who’s telling the story.

If you watch this movie close enough, not only does the same subject matter of race versus revenue constantly arise, Lincoln’s image also makes an eerie cameo in Branch Rickey’s office, as well.

The movie is a math equation: racism plus baseball, equals America; add a touch of romance… and divide it all the lowest common denominator: money.

The most poignant scenes in the movie revolve around money. When Robinson and Rickey agree to the contract—it’s not about race, it’s about money.

When the first flock of reporters ask Robinson a barrage of questions, the most important question is whether his move to cross baseball’s color line is about politics, Robinson replies that it’s about getting paid.

In the scene where the antagonist is getting into the head of Robinson, the two things that seem to cause Robinson to flinch were comments about his wife and comments about his potential for earning “negro dollars” for Branch Rickey.

What’s more American than a story about the influence of money?

Baseball is a thinking man’s sport; a chess game played with two strategically placed cylinder-shaped objects moving towards one another at violent speeds; a matter of an inch or two determines whether the outcome is the crack of the bat of the pop of a catcher’s mitt.

Baseball is a contact sport. Hitting a pitch, getting hit by a pitch, the way the dirt kicks up when a runner slides into a base … and the collision when the runner doesn’t. 
All of that is in the movie.

The awkward shower scene—you know: the first time an African American man takes a shower with his white teammates. That was also in there.

They covered a lot-- down to the excitement of being “caught in a pickle”, and the confusion baseball lingo can bring to an outsider.

Hell, even the slick product placement on the walls of the replica baseball fields modeled after the actual ballparks of the era.

The movie is bright. It’s fast. It’s feel-good. The soundtrack made me dance a little bit in my seat, and the sound of the bat hitting the ball made me want to go out and play. 
The writing was cleverly done; bravo to the usage of dialog as a means to reveal the public opinion of the time.

The storyline was convincing in the thought that both sides were in it for the money. From that initial investment grew the hero’s journey, full of racist dragons which were slayed by doing good on the baseball field and good in God’s eyes.

And after the dragons were slayed, and both the common baseball fan and the almighty Methodist Lord above were pleased, came the love story. 
If there was any drawback, it was the fairy tale drama added to the love story. Don’t get me wrong, I appreciate the love story. Chadwick Boseman and Nicole Beharie we’re a great choice to portray a great American romance.

It’s heartwarming to witness a man find his passion, his path, and then his partner in order to persevere; BUT C’MON—the timing of major events within a relationship NEVER happen when a man is at the pinnacle of his craft—I mean, I wasn’t there when the Robinsons fell in love, but c’mon man! 
Ok, other than that… this film hit: “Home, sweet home.”

Including the fact that Andre Holland had a major part in the movie, as he played the role of Wendell Smith, an African American journalist who followed Jackie Robinson’s career.

While the fact a Howard University graduate portrayed the story of a Black sports writer hits home for me, and the majority African American audience at the screening I attended left their seats in an applause almost as loud as the Brooklyn crowds depicted in the film; that might not be the reaction from everyone.

Can a portrayal of an American legend’s romantic rise to fame be a homerun at the box office?

In the end, it will be the dollars that speak. That’s the American way.  

Find Pendarvis Harshaw's blog here, and follow him on Tumblr here.
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