Guided Reading #6: 1984 (237-273)
1) Winston’s feelings toward Julia seem contradictory. Given his statements and his actions (both in this chapter and previous ones), do you think he loves Julia? (240, 250) Explain your position.

2) Winston doubts he’d use the razor blade the brotherhood might try and slip to him while he is imprisoned. Explain his reasoning. (241)
3) What is the reason behind Ampleforth’s imprisonment and what does it suggest about the party? (242)
4) What is ironic about Parson’s imprisonment? (245)
5) Given what O’Brien says, do you think Winston should’ve known O’Brien was part of the Thought Police?  Explain. (251, 256)

6) What are the psychological effects of pain? (251)
7) Describe the “mind of the party” in your own words:(260)
8) Explain what O’Brien is saying about Communist Russia and Nazi Germany: (266)

9) What does O’Brien say is the difference between him and the persecutors of the past? (267)
10)  In what way does Big Brother exist? (272)
Guided Reading #7: 1984 (273-311)
1) Winston has said that if there is hope for the future, it lies in the proles. What does O’brien tell him? Why would this be true? (274)
2) What might be Room 101 by a symbol of? Explain (248-249, 272)

3) Connection: After reading O’Brien’s ideas about dinosaurs and stars: Do modern day leaders distort, alter, or deny reality and science in the same way the party does? Do you think the party actually believes their ideas? Or are they simply tools of political control? What about our leaders? Explain. (278)
4) Why is suffering necessary to maintain power? (279,305)

5) Winston tells O’Brien that it is impossible to found a civilization on what? Is this historically accurate? Based on what you see in the U.S., do you agree? Explain. (279)
6) What specific methods are used to torture Winston? (whole section)

7) What are the rats able to do to him that everything else had not? Why do you think this is? (pg. 300)
8) Connection: Is torture an acceptable means for a government to use ever?

9) Explain the symbolism in the line: “White always mates.” (Pg. 302)
10) Compare this encounter with Julia to those earlier in the novel (Pg. 305-306)
11) Ultimately, what does the torture lead people to do? To believe? (Pg. 305)
12) What physical and mental reactions does Winston have that suggest he has been broken and made to love the party? (307)
13) What color dominates the last third of this book? What might this symbolize? How does it relate to the color motif? 
14)  What does it mean to win a victory over yourself? (311)

15) Should Winston be considered alive or dead at this point? Explain. 

