Guided Reading 3: 1984 (Red Everyman Version)
Purpose:  To speculate about, discuss, and come to understand how the use of motif and symbolism affect the meaning of the text.


Motif: Shakespeare (page 30 “What’s done” Macbeth, page 30 stained hand Macbeth, page 37 “To be or not to be” Hamlet, page 33“Shakespeare” and “Tragedy”38-39): What is the purpose of this motif?
References to Shakespeare pop up in many places. When Winston feels guilty about writing in his diary his hands become stained like Lady Macbeth’s. To live (and be oppressed by the party) or not to live (but be free of party’s oppression) is a big question for Winston and it reminds us of Hamlet’s “To be or not to be.” When Winston dreams of the Julia ripping off her clothes he wakes up with the word “Shakespeare” on his lips. Shakespeare is a positive force in life, reminding people of beautiful language and tragic stories – neither of these exist anymore – language is destroyed by the party’s Newspeak and tragedies can’t happen since a tragedy requires the loss of something good and there is nothing that good anymore, so it seems that the purpose of this motif is to remind us that in this world beauty and goodness barely exist.
Motif: Paradox: The Living Dead  [page 30-31, 142] What is the purpose of this motif? Explain
Motif: Language (34-37, 52-57) What is the purpose of this motif? Explain
Motif: Color (4, 17, 33,35 ) What is the purpose of this motif? Explain.

Symbol: Two plus two make four (pages 83-84) 

· What does this symbolize? 

· What is your proof/reasoning?
Symbol: The Paper Weight (pages 98-99)

· What does this symbolize? 

· What is your proof/reasoning?

Symbol: The Love Note (pages 114-116)
· What does this symbolize? 

· What is your proof/reasoning?

Symbol: Rats (151)

· What does this symbolize? 

· What is your proof/reasoning?

Symbol/motif: Sex (pages 17, 68-71, 133-139)

· What does this symbolize? 

· What is your proof/reasoning?

Symbol: Big Brother

· What does he symbolize? 

· What is your proof/reasoning?

Symbol: Goldstein
· What does he symbolize? 

· What is your proof/reasoning?

Examples of how to fill out these responses:


Motif: Eyes (throughout book) What is the purpose of this motif? Explain


Orwell frequently mentions eyes in order to make the reader remember just how oppressive The Party and Big Brother are.  There are almost no places without telescreens or microphones. There are always neighbors or strangers watching you. Children report parents. Thought Police helicopters look into house. Even the posters of Big Brother seem to watch you. Eyes are everywhere: home, work, the street. Everywhere. 


Symbolism: JASL Sash


What does this symbolize? It symbolizes chastity and government oppression.


What is your proof/reasoning? On page 18, Orwell directly says it represents chastity, but Winston also dreams of Julia tearing it off and freeing herself of the government’s rules.  It is also an example of irony, since it is intended to promote chastity but is so tight on Julia’s body that it promotes her sexuality (the exact opposite of its intention).











