Guided Reading: Chapter 1: 1984 by George Orwell
Name:                                                                                                                                        Period: 

Opening  Note:  When George Orwell wrote this novel in 1949, 1984 was 35 years into the future, even though it is the past for us.  For certain questions, it will be more useful to think if this as 2084. The importance here is not the date, but only that it is the near future of mankind.  1949, the year Orwell wrote the book, is significant as well, as we will find out.   Bottomline:  Think of this as the future.
Objectives : 
· To recognize the significance of oxymora, paradox, and irony as powerful rhetorical devices

· To get a feel for the setting of the text, in both a physical and psychological sense, to know the initial situation

Definitions:

· An oxymoron is device that combines two words that oppose each other. (Ex: Jumbo shrimp, civil war)
· A paradox occurs when two ideas that are opposed both exist together (Ex: Lady Macduff telling her son that he is both  “fathered and fatherless”)
· It is ironic when the opposite of what is expected is true (Rose taking in Troy’s child by another woman is probably the opposite of what most wives would do)

Questions for Discussion:

1) Describe the macro-setting of this book (Larger view of the world) pgs. 3-6
2) Describe the micro-setting of this book (smaller picture- life in Winston’s city) pgs. 3-6
3) What might be the significance of the main character’s name?

4) Of what might the telescreen be symbolic and why? 
5) Read his diary entry on pages 10-11. What is it about? Does the film and the reaction of the crowd seem psychologically true? Why? Do you see this sort of thing in our society?

6) What is ironic about the Junior Anti-Sex League Sash? What does it symbolize? Pg. 12
7) What is the two minute hate and why do you think it leads Winston to violent sexual fantasies about the girl with the dark hair? 17 -18

8) What is thoughtcrime? What eventually happens to those caught committing thought crime and why do you think it sometimes takes so long to enforce? 21 
9)  Why would a government use paradoxes as its slogans? 18
10) The motif of “eyes” is established early in this book.  What do you think it is meant to do?
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                                                                     Vocab for Chapter 1


Varicose : unusually enlarged, swollen - 3                      inexorable: relentless, unyielding   - 16        


Sanguine : reddish or hopeful - 4                                      aureole: a halo of light - 15                        


Corrugated: wrinkled, ridged   - 5                                     polysyllabic: four or more syllables per word - 15               


Tableaux: a picture of grouped objects  - 6                    compendium: a summary, a list - 16              


Orthodox: customary, conventional   - 13                       heresy:  opinion that goes against the orthodox - 16         


diaphragm : a muscular membrane -15                           clandestine: secret - 16


 Adherent: A follower - 13                                                   hysteria: uncontrollable outburst of fear 


Lucid: easily understood  - 17                                             ecstasy: intense delight - 17


Vindictive: malicious, mean - 15                                         tremulous: shaky, wobbly- 19








