An Introduction to 13
“Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.”
· 13th Amendment as found in the Constitution of the Unites States, Proposed by James Mitchell Ashley of Ohio, John Henderson of Missouri, and James Wilson of Iowa and adapted by Senator Lyman Trumbull of Illinois.
“All persons are equal before the law, so that no person can hold another as a slave; and the Congress shall have power to make all laws necessary and proper to carry this declaration into effect everywhere in the United States”

· Wording for the 13th Amendment Proposed by Charles Sumner, Massachusetts Republican Senator and Thaddeus Stevens Republican Senator of Pennsylvania. This wording was rejected by Trumbull.
1) What do you think is the most important difference between the two ways of wording the 13th amendment? Explain. 

2) Should Trumbull have decided differently? Why or Why not?
